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D. JUAN E VECCHI 
Vicar General of the Salesian Congregation 
Direzione Generale Opere Don Bosco 
Via Della Pisana, 1111, C.P.9092 
00163 - Roma Aurelio - ITALY 


MESSAGE 


Dear George, 


Thanks so much for your work and for the welcoming attitude which you always showed 


to us. 


On my journey to Bangalore I had the pleasure of blessing the first stone of the future 
orientation centre (mane) for the youth. In 12 years the project has grown in all aspects. 
Today there is an infrastructure which keeps continuous contact with the street boys as also 
shelters which satisfy the needs of the boys and make them feel at home. In the near future, 
a longer education will be needed. I feel, it is the same story of Don Bosco's oratory, started 
on the street and continued in a youth oratory, school, church. The Salesians in Bangalore 
are re-living the same experience. I congratulate all those who are involved in this work and 
may the blessing of the Lord be upon each one. 


D. Juan E&. Vecchi 
Vicar General of the Salesian Congregation 


Fr. George Kollashany 
Pioneer - BOSCO 


C.M. GANAPATHI 
Deputy Secretary to Governor 
Governor's Secretariat, Raj Bhavan 


Bangalore. 


MESSAGE 


The Governor of Karnataka is happy to note that BOSCO, Bangalore Oniyavara Seva Coota 
is rendering laudable service, since twelve years for the cause of homeless children and youth 
and are bringing a souvenir to mark the occasion. 


The Governor conveys his congratulations and wishes all success in their endeavours. 


(C.M. Ganapathi) 
Deputy Secretary to Governor 


To 

Executive Director 

Bangalore Oniyavara Seva Coota 
D-23, Ist Cross. Magadi Road 
Bangalore - 560 023 
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BANGALORE — 560 001 


M. VEERAPPA MOILY 
pateD : 2 2121/73 


CHIEF MINISTER 


MESSAGE 


I am glad that Rangatone Oniyavana Seva 
Coota,BOSCO, a Service organisation, having 
completed 12 years of its service to the street 
children and the youth, proposes to bring out 
SOUVENIR during March,1993. 


I am equalky happy that BOSCO has 
successfully helped those children on A4tneets 
to Learn to ive on thein own actuakising their 
own capacity of thought and intellect. 


The State Government hos chso emborhed 
upon providing a decent Living to the destitutes, 
through various programmes. IT am_ pkeased 
to know that, private organisations Like BOSCO 
ane Supplementing the Government in this effort. 


With best wishes, 


ashe: 
(M.VEE 


RAPPA MOTILY) 


Fr. Thomas Myladoor, SDB 
Provincial 


MESSAGE 


Dear Fr. Varghese, 


It is a heart-warming feeling to realise that the Salesians in Bangalore have been ‘12 years on 


the streets’. Therefore it is with feelings of joy, of sharing, and of gratitude that I pen these 
few lines. 


Fr. George and Fr. Varghese, with the other Salesians and collaborators have been literally on 
the streets for the past 12 years, identifying yourselves with the street boys of Bangalore city, 
throwing in your lot with theirs. And so doing you have given these youngsters a sense of 
dignity that any work, even that of a rag-picker is dignified; you have given them a sense of 
purpose in life - that beyond the life in the street, there is something to look for, something to 
aspire for as citizens of India. 


The work that you, the Salesian Fathers, Brothers and other collablorators, are doing is a 
modern version of the work that Don Bosco did a century ago in Turin and other cities of Italy. 
In your task of ‘qualifying the unqualified’ of society, often you will have to expect the 
unexpected. That, beside Keeping you alert, will also fill you with great amount of thrill in 
this beautiful work of building up the lower strata of our society, in helping these youngsters 
to grow up to be decent citizens of our motherland, in making them realise that they too have 
a beautiful tomorrow. 


On behalf of the Salesian Province of Bangalore I offer you, Fathers, brothers, and the lay 


collaborators, my heart-felt thanks and hearty congratulations for this typical Salesian 
Apostolate on behalf of "the child on the street’, and I promise my prayers for its success. 


Yours in Don Bosco 


Fr. Thomas Myladoor, SDB 
Provincial 


32050, peek atet 2 
CHIEF SECRETARY 


ages Wg, dorveds-4L0 000 
VIDHANA SOUDHA, BANGALORE.560 001 


0: 0: No wiaRss Tine | hee 
ONS dl OE RO 


DATED, eeereerseee 


MESSAGE 


The BOSCO - Bangalore Oniyavara Seva Coota has 
done wonderful work over the last 12 years. What 
they have achieved is an example of what can be done 
by our people if we put our hearts and minds into 
serving others. Helping youngsters and children who 
have been forced to make the streets their home is 
surely God's own work and the BOSCO in doing this is 
surely His instrument. I feel very happy that the 
seed sown 12 years ago has already begun to grow 
into a big tree and that one offshoot is another 
innovative project "“Budhivantha" which seeks to open 
the minds of these street dwellers to bringing out 
the best in them. I wish the Organisers of this 
wonderful effort every success in their endeavour. 
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(J.C. LYNN) 
CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVT. 


Erol. J. Joseph SDB 
Kristu Jyoti College 
Bosco Nagar, Krishnarajapuram 
Bangalore - 560 036 


MESSAGE 


Dear Fr. Varghese, 


Having been closely associated with the work for the street children of Bangalore for a 
number of years, both when I was Rector of Kristu Jyoti College and later as Salesian 
Provincial of Bangalore, I have had many opportunities to support and encourage the work. 
of the pioneers. Today when asked to send a message for the souvenir which is being published 
to mark the twelfth anniversary of BOSCO and the successful completion of two years of an 
innovative educational project named ‘Buddhivanta’, I feel that in penning these fines Iam 
only continuing the encouragement and support which I have always readily given to the 
activities of the Salesian students and priests who work directly for the children on the 
streets of Bangalore. Somehow or other you people at BOSCO manage to draw up something 
imaginative and original every now and then. Hope that more such laudable initiatives will 
follow. I wish your work every success. 


Sincerely yours, 


T.J. Joseph SDB 


Fr. Mathew Michael 
Manakkal 
LALGUDI 621 601 


MESSAGE 


Iam glad to learn that BOSCO has completed 2 years of its experimentation of the ‘Budhivantha ‘a pilot 
educational project, initiated by Fr. George and his collaborators for the street children. Enriched by the 
experience and wisdom gained by living and working with our less fortunate brethren living on the streets. 
This new venture of BOSCO will bring about a great transformation in the lives of the children of the 
street. 


I consider myself privileged to have associated with BOSCO in the initial years of its own self realization. 
As I shared the life of the children on the street, I have been very much enriched by them. Their spirit 
of freedom, their sense of joy, their very life style .... these have made a great impression on me. They are 
boys who courageously moved out of their unbearable home environment for a better life. And on the 
street they make adult decisions regarding their work, shelter, clothes, food etc. These ‘little men’ deserve 
our respect, love and concern. 


T extend to Fr. Pallipuram, the present Director and his collaborators my hearty congratulations, for the 
‘12 years on the streets’. May the spirit of BOSCO spread to all the cities of India. 


With every best wish, 


Yours sincerely, 


Fr. Mathew Michael 


Street children, a 
vulnerable lothave 
become the focal point 
of discussion by every 
media. Dr. R. Srinivasa 
Murthy, the Head of the 
Departmentof 
Psychiatry,in NIHMANS, 
Bangalore and 
Honorary consultant 
to BOSCO here 
discusses the 
mental health of 
Street Children 


would like to be- 
| gin by sharing 

my initial obser- 

vations in inter- 
acting and helping street 
children at the BOSC 
centre of Gandhinagar, 
Magadi Road and Chamarajpet (Ban- 
galore). Prior to my contact with the 
children, | expected to find them to be 
sad, rebellious, insecure and bitter 
about themselves and the society. However, 
what | experienced in my work, was 
very different. Most of the children 
were full of joy (eternally smiling, hug- 
ging each other, shaking hands, play- 
ing games), confident about their abili- 
ties to handle their life (much more 
than older adolescents from more se- 
cure homes | see in my clinical work) 
and did not show aggression towards 
others as | expected. One aspect was 
very striking - their loss of innocence, 
and difficulties in maintaining firm’ 
relationships. An additional feature 
was theirhere and now’, day to day 
rather, an hour to hour approach to 
their life. From the work of the staff of 
BOSCO, | am impressed by the very 
important role the adult healthy rela- 
tionships are playing in shaping their 
lives. 

The issue of ‘street children’ is a 
complex one with varying views. ‘Street 
children’ are children who have left 
their homes and live on their own, most 
of the time work to earn their living and 


BOSCO 


are deprived of supportive family life. 
The needs and problems of street chil- 
dren can be seen from the perspective 
of developmental needs of children, the 
legal aspects, the human rights angle, 
the welfare and social justice point of 
view and the penal point of view. All 
these view-points are relevant as seen 
from the most recent efforts in this area, 
namely enactment of Child Labour Act 
(1986), The Juvenile Justice Act (1986), 
The National Policy on Education (1986), 
the Movement for Working Children by 
voluntary agencies, remedial efforts with 
street children by appropriate educa- 
tion, night shelters and education to 
police personnel etc. The children on 
the street represent a complex situa- 
tion and no one point of view can be 
comprehensive and exhaustive. 


My effort in this article is to focus 
on four aspects namely (i) the devel- 
opmental needs of children, (ii) the harmful 
effects of ‘street life’ (iii) factors miti- 
gating the harmful effects of ‘street 
life' and (iv) likely lines of interven- 
tions to minimise the competence de- 
velopment and healthy adult life. 


A very common statement made about 
the street children is “these children 
have no childhood’. The question is 
what is the importance of childhood? 
The last one hundred years of study of 
children has brought out the following 
information relevant to the growth and 
development of ‘street children’. 
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1. Developmental needs of 
children: 


Children are not ‘mini-adults' fully 
formed from the time of birth. All 
children go through developmental 
phases in their mental and social life. 
We all recognise physical develop- 
ment like crawling, standing up, run- 
ning, developing capacity for complex 
motor skills. We often refer to some 
motor tasks and age of the child in 
the form of ‘he is too young to bal- 
ance on acycle’. However we rarely 
recognise that there are develop- 
mental processes during childhood in 
the mental and social aspects. 


In fact, the foundation for later 
adult personality is based on the ex- 
periences of childhood. The adult 
individual characteristics like self- 
confidence, motivation level, aspira- 
tion, anxiety level, stress response 
and coping strategies, self concepts, 
ethnic attitudes, moral values, rela- 
tionships with others and approaches 
to gratify the basic needs in a so- 
cially acceptable manner are all shaped 
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by the childhood experiences. Specifi- 
cally, research studies have shown that 
the above aspects of personality ‘ma- 
ture’ at different stages, each individual 
has to acquire mastery over them. Ad- 
verse circumstances surrounding any 
phase of childhood leads to poor mas- 
tery of the phase or development of an 
abnormal reaction. Generally the mas- 
tery of each phase depends upon the 
availability of adequate stimuli and sup- 
port. Itis in this area, that ‘childhood’ 
experiences become very important. 


My effort in this article is to 
‘focus on four aspects namely 
(i) the developmental needs of 

children, (ii) the harmful 


effects of ‘street life’ (iii) 
factors mitigating the harmful 
effects of ‘street life’ and (iv) 
- likely lines of interventions 


Depending on the stage of develop- 
ment, each child requires love, af- 
fection, guidance, stimulation, sup- 
port, discipline, restrictions and role 
models. Development becomes im- 
paired when there is inadequate sup- 
port or unusual demands for abnormal 
experiences occurring during the de- 
velopmental phases. Broadly, the first 
five years are important in the ability 
to become comfortable in close inter- 
personal areas, the second five years 
in the areas of motivation, achieve- 
ment, moral values and the 10-15 years 
phase in the development of self-con- 
cept and ability to relate with others in 
an adult manner. In short, childhood is 
a period of growth and development 
with varying needs and requires ac- 
tive support from the community. All 
the development occurs against the 
relationship with the parents. Literally 
parents provide the window through 
which the child looks at the outside 
world and through whose values he/ 
she forms his/her own values. Parents 
form the most important adult mem- 
bers in the development of the child. 


The over all impact of this new un- 
derstanding of childhood has been a 
number of efforts directed to optimise 
the childhood experiences. This has 
ranged from pre-school education, ad- 
equate availability of toys, books, group 


activities, parental training for parenting 


skills and help to those going through 
difficult periods like illness, disability, 
or disaster experiences or orphan state. 
The importance of these factors has 
been well brought out in the following 
poem: 
If a child lives with criticism he 
learn to condemn. 
Ifa child lives with hostility he 
learns to fight. 
If a child lives with ridicule he learn 
to be shy. 
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If a child lives with shame he 
learns to feel guilty. 


Ifa child lives with encourage- 
ment he learns confidence. 


If a child lives with tolerance he 
learns to be patient. 


Ifa child lives with praise he 
learns to appreciate. 


If a child lives with fairness he 
learns justice. 


Ifa child lives with security he 
learns to have faith. 


If a child lives with approval he 
learns to like himself. 


If a child lives with acceptance 
and friendship, he learns to find love 
in the world. 


2. Harmful Effects of “Street Life’: 


Studies of children who are or- 
phans, or those belonging to socially 
or economically disadvantaged groups, 
and of institutionalised children have 
thrown light on a number of aspects. 
It is known that there is a trend to- 
wards the socially disadvantaged to 
have low achievement motive and low 
level of aspiration, they evince inse- 
curity, lack of future orientation, ri- 
gidity, high degree of anxiety and lower 
self-image as compared to their 
advantaged counter parts. It is fur- 
ther known that if the environment 
responds favourably, no undesirable 
consequences need develop, while when 
the care taking environment is un 
favourable maladjustment and de- 
velopmental handicap can result. 


The ° Street life’ for the child inter- 
feres with the growth and develop- 
ment. This ranges from nutritional 
deprivation to lack of value learning. 
The street children assume indepen- 
dence and responsibility for them- 
selves too early. They often meet with 


poor role models. The exposure to 
drugs, illegal activities, delinquency 
decreases their sensitivity to these 
norms. The frequent experiences of 
acute stress in the form of hunger, ha- 
rassment from older boys, sexual abuse, 
stay in the remand home or punish- 
ment from authorities can result in bit- 
terness and anger about the society 
and mistrust of adults and authorities. 
Another effect of a living in a ‘hand to 
mouth' and ‘day to day' existence is 
the lack of future planning and a sense 
of helplessness. An interesting obser- 
vation about the frequency of visits to 
movies by the street boys could reflect 
their preference for ‘fantasy’ against 
the hopeless reality of their day to day 
life. Currently, itis not know how these 
boys relate when they grow up to be 
adults and function in their regular jobs, 
marriage and other adult roles. This is 
an area for future work. 


3. Mitigating factors: 


It is not that everyone who has 
moved to ‘street life’ will grow up to 
have problems. There are a number 
of examples as to how the adverse 
effects can be minimised or abolished. 
Some of the positive experiences 
of SNEHASADAN at Bombay, the 


SOS Village, BOSCO show that the 
outcome for the children can be posi- 
tive when efforts are directed to meet 
the needs of the children on the street. 
The most important measures needed 
are (1) shelter and protection from ex- 
ploitation, (ii) adult role models con- 
tact on a regular basis, (ili) medical 
help during illness, (iv) positive expe- 
riences with authorities like the police, 
remand home staff, (v) availability of 
help to return home and stay at home, 
(vi) increasing their skills in the form of 
vocational training, (vii) education and 
(vii) counselling and support in mo- 
ments of crisis. In short, what we do 
with the children when they work and 
live on the street has the potential for 
positive outcome. 


4. Interventions: 


The broad group of interventions 
for the mental health of the street child 
is similar to those suggested for other 
disadvantaged children (Dube, 1983). 
These can be seen at three levels. 


Firstly, measures should be directed 
to improve the NORMAL SOCIAL MI- 
LIEU. This would include efforts to 
improve the quality of life and social 
structures. The causative factors leading 
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to broken families like poverty, social 
discrimination, lack of opportunities 
for education, unemployment, alco- 
holism need to be addressed to. The 
chief role at this level is for the politi- 
cians, administrators, educationists and 
social scientists. As long as there 
are severe deprivations of different 
kinds, children will leave homes and 
enter the street to make their living. 


The second level is the NON- 
PSYCHIATRIC TROUBLE area, into 
which most of the needs of the street 
children come. Majority of them do 
not require formal psychiatric help. 
However, as outlined above to minimise 
the harmful effects, they need POSITIVE 
experiences. These are growth groups, 
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children' represent the - 


end point of a complex 
__ Set of factors and 


require a multitude of 
efforts to meet their 
needs", 5 = 


shelter, medical help, non-formal 
education, vocational training, crisis 
help, foster parenting, employment and 
public acceptance. The personnel most 
important in this area are the volun- 
teers, general public, police, volun- 
tary agencies and social institutions. 


The role of BOSCO in providing 
STREET CONTACT and healthy adult 
contact and support is very valuable 
aS a measure in this area. Mental 
health skills for these persorinel are 
useful. Sucha training programme 
has been developed at BOSCO, 
Bangalore. 


The third level is the PSy- 
CHIATRIC HELP which is required 
for a small proportion of children. 


The commonest needs, | have noted, 
are handling adolescent changes, drug 
abuse and help in a psychological cri- 
sis experience. Again these are best 
provided as part of the activities under 
the second level rather than the formal 
methods involving professionals and in- 
stitutions. Help provided on the street 
and on an ad hoc and as and when 
needed way is more acceptable than 
the formal clinical one. Another mea- 
sure that can help is the group pro- 
cesses during camps etc., and when 
they marry to provide marital counsel- 
ling. 

In summary, the ‘street children’ 
represent the end point of a complex 
set of factors and require a multitude of 
efforts to meet theirneeds. Of the many 
aspects the growth and development of 


| the children requires urgent attention. 


A number of measures could be built 
into the work with children to minmise 
the undesirable outcome. This requires 
us to remember the children as devel- 
oping individuals and not problems by 
themselves. 
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A few years ago a 15 - 
year - old girl was alleg- 
edly raped in the girls’ 
observation home by 50- 
year-old guard. Nothing 
~conclusive' was found 
but the judge did think 
it important to add a 
remark about how the 
girl had it coming be- 
cause she belonged to a 
family of prostitutes and 
had probably led the 
guard on! Says Mrs 
Z.R. Tareen, joint direc- 
tor, Women and Child 
Welfare Department, 
who had, along with 
other women's groups, 
fought to have the offen- 
sive sentence removed 
from the judgement, 
"Today, no one knows 
where or how the girl is 
and there are other 
noises now and then 
about girls becoming 
pregnant in the juvenile 
homes and of boys being 
sodomised and bullied 
either by other boys or 
by the caretakers" 

Times of India, B’lore, Apr. 16, '93 


A psychiatrist says, the 
health of a society can 
be gauged by the num- 
ber of children it has in 
its correctional institu- 
tions, Bangalore is suf- 
fering from a slow and 


painful disease. 
Times of India, B'lore, Apr. 16, '93 
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BOSCO 


THE STORY 
OF A TREE 


THE GROUND IS PREPARED..... 


The Salesians of Don Bosco is a religious group in the Roman Catholic Church devoted to 


In 1980, a group of dynamic Salesian students from Kristu Jyothi College, with Fr. George 
Kollashany at the helm reached out to the neglected children on the streets of Bangalore - a 
venture; similar to that of their founder, Don Bosco (1815-1888), in Turin, Italy. 


There they discovered the dark side of their country - India - where thousands of children/ 
youth struggled for survival. They were forced to leave their homes, their dear ones, due to one 
reason or the other. Majority of them landed in gambling, thieving and other unhealthy practices. 
The Salesian Students could not close their eyes to this urban tragedy. 


the education of the young, especially the poor and the abandoned. They came to India in 1906 
and the first province was set up in 1921. The Bangalore Province came into existence in 1979. 


SEED SOWN... 


They ventured out to meet these courageous little men’. Frequent contacts were initiated. 


Relationship was elicited. All that these children/youth needed was a - loving heart. This initiative 
grew into a weekly programme for these students. There was intense study and reflection. it 
continued for four years. 


Gradually, they realised the need of a shelter which would enable them to take the children/ 


youth off the streets. 


The venture was more systematised and the target group, spelt out. 


The target group of the project: . 
THE CHILD/YOUTH ON THE STREET 


¢ rag picker 
s Coolie - boy 
unlicensed porter 


street hawker 
shoe-shine 
f hotel boys 
‘ street beggar 
others 


IT SPROUTS! 
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[he project was phased in four fold TIER: 


1. The first phase - to evolve a philosophy of its own. 


hase - to build up its street base; its credibility with the street masses, 
er. oe é fhe competence of its personnel and the infra-structure 
_ Educational Philosophy: The facilities. 
project BOSCO accepts a preven- 
tive-promotional system of 


3. The third phase which we are now in, is the expan- 


ducation as opposed to and sion, developmental and consolidation phase. 
edu 


complementary toa curative- 4. The project hopefully will multiply itself. 
protective system of education. 


THE LEAF 


Aims And Ojbectives: The problem of street youth should not be perceived in isolation of 
the social reality that causes it. Therefore the project is addressed to ‘the entire social 
organisation: at the micro level to the community - that is responsible for this problem and at 
the macro level to the whole socio-political situation, its supports and the supportive value 
systems. 


Thus, BOSCO aims at a 
two pronged intervention 
1) at the level of the youngster on the street 
2) at the level of the community and society 


Every.street child/youth who has been contacted, is followed up, partnering him in his 
daily struggle to grow off the streets into integrated human persons, personally fulfilled 
and socially contributing. 


Coming to the equally crucial aspect of raising certain issues, the project aims at 
documentation, scientific research and awareness creation that will help to build a move- 
ment to challenge situations that create street children/youth. 


The Motto: “....that they may have /ife, 


life in all its fullness" 


The project became full fledged when Fr. George K. was appointed to work as a full timer 
for this. In 1985, the dream for a shelter was fulfilled and Yuva Kendra at Magadi Road became 

the hub of activities. The project BOSCO (Bangalore Oniyavara Seva Coota = An association 

working for the service of the street people of Bangalore) became a registered entity in 1986. 


Before proceeding, | should say that this is only 


a sketchy report of BOSCO; as it is difficult.to present xa pronged intervention : 
a detailed one. 1) at the level of the youngster on 
Educational Philosophy: The project BOSCO the street 


accepts a preventive-promotional system of education 
as opposed to and complementary to a curative-pro- 
tective system of education. 


2) at the level of the community 
and society — 


The preventive system of education bases its philosophy on the creation of an environment 
and a personal attitude that will give the educated a motive to keep off the de-humanising and 
vice-ridden habits and actions that are prevalent on the streets. 


A promotive system of education intends to develop the inner resources of the human being. 
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We believe that appealing to the three inner resources of reason, 
love and the divine power in each individual, to achieve whatsome We believe that 
may term as impossible’ in the life of the street youngsters. More appealing to the 
staff and volunteers joined the efforts, as the ball set rolling by the three inner re- 
KJC Students gathered momentum. Contact points were estab- sources of reason 
lished at various areas and children whom the staff met were love and the divine 
documented as the data base of the project. Basic information in power in each indi- 
regard to their name, age, address, family background and the like vidual, to achieve 
were entered into data card with their photograph. Besides this, what som j 
various programmes like counselling, medication, picnics, etc., .s : mney sh 
were carried from the street and the centre on a regular basis. ty impossible Lt 
the life of the street 


By the end of 1985, the movement was in contact with over ounast 
ers 
1500 children/youth. : : 


The first get-together of children and volunteers was held at St. Patrick's and the second at 
St. Joseph's Briand Square. Weekend camps and informal meetings were conducted at the farm 
houses and recreating clubs of well wishers. Camps at Madras, admissions to Abhayadama; 
celebrations of festivals were all carried out enthusiastically. 


1985 - '86 - saw more personnel join the work force resulting in 5 full timers and 15 part time 
volunteers from the Salesian community. This gave rise to entering many more forms and fields 
of activities along with the existing ones. Contacting institutions that have immediate reference 
to these boys like Remand Homes, Beggar Colony, Certified School and other vocational training 
institutions were brought into the frame of work. This period also saw about 750 boys frequenting 
the City Centre - of them about 320 returned home; some got jobs and others passed their SSLC 


or 7th standard exams. 25 of them went for various skill trainings. 
THE ROOTS RUN DEEP 


Street Presence: Given the existing social organisation, the street youth will be an ever 
present reality, where street level intervention becomes necessary. The approach, therefore, can 
not be one of removing off the streets, a specific number of youth and then concentrating on them 
a whole lot of supportive and resource investments. This will never be an attempt in the right 
direction for an answer. 


The basic orientation is not to measure how much has been achieved; but how intensely the 
project is present to the street youth. The street educator's role is to maintain a constant vigil 
to meet each youngster, as he stumbles into the city - back yard. he meets the youth at whatever 
state of freedom he is in; friendship is elicited and a hope is provided that he will be supported 
in his attempt to build his life. It is not required that the youngster comes to any of our centres 
to avail of our services. 


Community Based Programme: 


The intervention on behalf of the street youth 
should be community based and not institution ; et 
centered. It provides for only a nuclear centre Gousiter se heahinnlee Tere aie : 
from where the project personnel move out into back yard. he meets the youth at 
the community, to the target group, identifies the whatever state of freedom he is in; 
felt needs and helps the community to respond to friendship is elicited and a hope is 
them. Every agent in the community, espe- BAT TCCO RUE UU CR ULL ety aC RWIS 
cially the target population is empowered to . attempt to build his life 
become the ‘project-holder', responsible for 
solution to the problem. 


The streets educator's role is to main- 


a 
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ANOTHER LEAF 


Se 


Starting of another shelter at Chamrajpet helped to spread its activities to more children/ 
youth. Nurses from St. Marthas hospital started coming twice a week to administer medicines at 


the street corners. 

In 1987 BOSCO released its second souvenir. This was the phase that saw the emergence of the 
Bangalore Forum for Street and Working Children. About 5 organisations working in this line made 
the team to voice demands in a collective manner. 


A two day training programme was organised for the staff in collaboration with the 
Department of Women & Children and the UNICEF. Contributions were also made by BOSCO in 
the form of resource personnel at many other seminars like UNICEF Officers’ Training Programmes 
and the like. 


This was also a phase of putting things in an organised manner - in terms of systematising 
the scope and the lines of action. Simultaneously, the full time staff increased from 5 to 9 and the 
part time staff from 15 to 30. This year also saw a group of boys being trained at Madras for house 
wiring; many were also trained for book binding and screen printing. 


THE BRANCHES 


BOSCO continued to include the student volunteers in its work and began the Youth for 
Youth as an auxillary of the project. This gave an opportunity to the students to utilise their energy 
and spare time for the benefit of the society - the priviledged youth catering to their less 
priviledged brotheren. This phase also saw the formation of the statutory provision in the byelaws 
for the City Centres. 


BOSCO, always ahead of time in their concern for these children organised a Street and 
Working Children's Rally for the first time in Bangalore. 


THE BIRDS CAME...THE BEES TOO 


In 1989, a group of 30 boys wrote their 7th standard and another 15 of them the SSLC exams. 
The annual sportsmeet was conducted at KJC for about 300 boys. This year also saw the 
emergence of the City Level Action Committee comprising of the Department of Women & 
Children, Commissioner of Police, related Government Officials and Member Voluntary Organisations 
working with such children for a consorted effort. 


In the same year, the State Government came forward to give financial aid to the voluntary 
organisations. The Project Scheme prepared by BOSCO was considered to be the model and it 
still continues to be the Grant-In-Aid Scheme. 


By 1990, the City Centres and the various components were functioning with optimum 
benefits for these children. Services and facilities were clearly enumerated along with procedures 
and formal frame work for documentation. The objectives of camps, picnics, get-togethers, public 
awareness campaigns and the like were emphasised at all levels of communication. Up to this 


period about 2,200 youth on the street and 800 child labourers, were contacted by the BOSCO 
team of diligent collaborators. 


| Medication, an ever active wing of BOSCO was functioning at its optimum. The field 
activists always took with them a first-aid kit that was handy in reaching the medicines to the most 
needy. We should put on record the immense help extended by the Marthas Hospital. The T.B. 
Sanatorium, the St. John's Hospital and the Sumanahalli Leprosy Centre too have been extending 
a helping hand to the children on the street. Around this time the various organisations working 
in other cities too felt the need of coming together which resulted in the formation of the National 


NGO Forum for Street and Working Children. Fr. George Kollashany the then Director of BOSCO 
was elected the National Convenor for the same. 


Celebrating 12 Years on the Streets 24 


es 


MORE BRANCHES 


January 90 saw the inauguration of the third City Centre at Gandhinagar. BOSCO began 
to grow in leaps and bounds and their team of collaborators too increased in number. 


In June '90, a 2 weeks training programme was conducted for the staff. Topics ranged from 
the problems of children on the streets' to their ‘mental health’. 


THE FLOWERS 


oe And now the time was ripe for making the boys aware of their own rights and duties. With 
this in mind Sanghas were formed in different areas. 


As the infra-structure necessary for vocational training was not available at BOSCO, boys 
interested in learning various skills were sent to other institutions. National and religious festivals 
were celebrated in BOSCO irrespective of caste, creed or religion. 


THE FRUITS 


BOSCO always believed that it is education that can help them to live with dignity. Meeting 
the children in small groups at the different street corners; talking to them about being educated 
led to the idea of street classes. They realised that the prevalent educational system was little 
suited to them. Thus evolved an innovative educational project, "Budhivantha’, for the education 
of children on the street. This was launched in December 1990 - the International year of Literacy. 
Incidentally, after 2 years of experimentation this project has been accepted by the UNESCO as 
a model project. Congratulations to Fr. George - the innovator of this project: 


In 1991, a new Director, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram was appointed. The already existing 
programmes continued with increased vigour along with new avenues being worked out for 
effective results. Commitments and team work strengthened as responsibilities widened. Work 
profile and roles got specified for greater attention and accountability. In this regard two of the 
staff attended specific workshops in connection with their line of work, namely - counselling and 
health hazards - AIDS. This eventually led to the starting of a new programme - Cell for Drug 
de-addiction. During October a special programme for bigger boys in relation to jobs/skills, 
motivation to adhere to any job and visits to Agricultural University proved useful. 


TIME FOR PRUNING 


Coming to BOSCO, and its growth, we can emphasise that its success was not in terms of 
simply doing something for these children but by critically evaluating everything said and done. 
Services came to be termed as "supportive sub-structures". Monthly staff meetings and evalua- 
tions held regularly, helped to pin point the short comings and pit falls. 


A critical evaluation of the whole Project was done by experts from BOSCO Institute of 
Social Work, Tirupattur, Tamil Nadu. 


1992 saw more systematised approach to the phenomenon of children on the street. There 
evolved a more consolidated BOSCO Project (See diagram for BOSCO Project - back cover). 


eR Rowe: ee eget ek ee A few students from the 
-Coming to BOSCO, and its growth, we can [RChAIEWs soc mom hic! 
emphasise that its success was not in terms of FeIeaCh:TeSelek ig Umo (es 

- simply doing something for these children but by Eieiieeiuuls The project 


- eriti aluati ing said and done also welcomed other groups 
esiticay evaluating everything sa d and. er charing ahuenPenetE 


the plight of these children. 


Together with other programmes we also added yet another venture - Waste Paper 
Management. This project is run by the boys themselves. The return after the sale is their income. 
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Children with criminal tendencies or those that are harassed by the police are helped 
through the Department of Advocacy. In fact, BOSCO has a large share in reducing the juvenile 


crime rate in the city. 


BOSCO hosted the KRIDOTSAV - 92, a sports and games meet sponsored by the City 
Corporation. Street and working Children from 6 organisations took part in this joyous event. 


THE TREE - ... HOW BEAUTIFUL....AND... 

BOSCO, came out with yet another novel idea - awareness campaign on cycles. The staff 
together with boys, travelling by cycle through the villages and slums, conscientising them about 
the sad plight of these children on the street. We do hope this will go a long way in preventing 
migration of the children into the city. 


One week Orientation Camps in Kotagiri in Tamil Nadu; short picnics, games and sports 
meet, training in various skills, drug de-addiction camps etc., have become part of BOSCO's 
regular features. 


In appreciation for this service to the society, Fr. George Kollashany was awarded the 
‘Rajyotsav in October 1992, an award given by the State Government of Karnataka. 


A new premise - a one time community building was handed over to BOSCO by BCC for use 
of the children and we hope to make it into the fourth City Centre cum Shelter. 


1993 saw new vigour to the Budhivantha Educational Programme. Study camps for the 7th 
and 10th standard boys, an annual feature, was conducted in the outskirts of the city in 
preparation for the annual exam. The Talent Development Wing with new energy began to take 
the potentialities of each child seriously and provided opportunities for their enchancement. In 
the annual sportsmeet at YMCA, the BOSCO contingent secured the overall championship. 


The newly started National Research and Documentation Centre began to organise the 
experiences of BOSCO and other literature related to the children on the street. 


BOSCO continues to spread is glow into every dark alley supporting and encouraging the 
youngster: to see himself in a different light; to revive his hope and trust in himself and the people 
around him. 


Before concluding, | should place on record the immense gratitude the project owes to 
Fr. George Kollashany - its pioneer and the legion of staff and volunteers who have reached out 
to the child / youth on the street. 


BOSCO's efforts can be summed up in the lines of Gerald Massey: 


Their cloud of battle - dust may dim 
his veil of splendour, curtain him; 
And in the midnight of their fear 
They may not feel Him standing near. 
But as they litt their eyes above, 
His banner over them Is love...... 


Fr. Varghese Pallipuram 
Executive Director - BOSCO 
May - 1993 
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| was 
ixteen 


She didn't love him..... 
He didn't love her ..... 
He paid her a few rupees 
And | was born. 


Abandoned was | 
From that moment 
Cradled in a dustbin, 
| thrust my existence. 


She didn't love him..... 
He didn't love her..... 
Unwanted | was born, 


My sad, state 
| didn't realize 
Until | was sixteen 


| remember..... 

Lay tired and hungry 

On the rail platform - deserted 
A train pulled into the station 
Travellers ran hither and thither 


A woman passed by 

But she turned back, (I thought) 
Looked into my eyes, 

SO curiously did she stare 

| lay aghast! 

Lee But why? 


Closer she came 
Our eyes met 
Doubt there wasn't 
"son" | she cried. 


And she was all over me 


| did not love him..... 

He did not love me..... 

But a life | gave you... 

He went his way..... 

I went my way..... 

Leaving you in the dustbin 


How could I've done that? 
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But why did | leave you? 
But why did | leave you! 


Tell me all....tell me all..... 
Did anyone take you into his arms 
when you cried? 


When you were one: 

Did you crawl on the floor 

Did you cry for milk? 

When you were two: 

Who taught you to walk? 

And did you fall down? 

When you were three: 

What were the words you uttered first? 
Amma! - did you call? 


But love - did you find? 


When you were six 
Did you have enough to eat? 
Did you have a place to rest? 


But care - did you receive? 
When you were nine: 
Did they sell you in the flesh market? 


Did they force you to do wrong? 
Did you feel all alone? 


When you were twelve 

How did you make a living? 

A paper picker or a pick pocket? 
Did the police harass you? 


How could they care for you my child? 


Tears from her eyes came rolling down 
They fell into mine 

And then rolled down 

There | lay in her lap 

A curious realization 

welling up in me.....Mother 


Pong....Pong....the Island Express 
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of school because 
the system forces 
them to. Majority 
of them land up 
on the 
metropolitan city 
streets. 
Bangalore has 
nearly 45,000 of 
them. BOSCO has 
developed an 
educational 
programme for 
them during its 12 
years’ experience. 
Surprisingly, the 
UNESCO has 
recognised this 
venture. 


tts =ran away from school and home 
three years ago", says a street 
urchin, Sumit, who came from Bihar. 
"| did want to study. But papa used to 
beat me for not working. And masterji 
used to beat me for not studying. You 
can't do two things at the same time, 
can you?" . 


Have you ever encountered or 
taken note of the quick - tempered and 
aggressive teenager soliciting for a piece 
of luggage from a reluctant passenger 
at the bus stand; the tough looking and 
quick-footed youngster who slips through 
slimely between your luggage, jumps 
into a halting train and reserves a seat, 
which later will be sold at a premium’? 


Awhisper escapes your lips; “these 
uneducated sleuths". 


"There" - a pickpocket who gets 
nabbed in the act of his maiden snatch- 
ing expedition; the hawk-eyed boy, 
with one eye, scouting the desperate 
film addict, to sell his prized “black 
ticket’, and the other eye helping him to 
dodge the ever watchful eyes of un- 
uniformed policemen on the beat; the 
run away, who seeks asylum in the 
belly of a restaurant; the haggered and 
desperate looking new-comer begging 
for a morsel of food. 


Would you plead? "He needs to 
be educated!" 


“Here‘ - the street vendor-boy who 
with adroitous hands, dexterous move- 
ments and shrieked voice convinces 
you to buy in a hurry before you are 
able to measure the goods worth. 


BOSCO 


bout half of 
India's A aT 
children 
between the age 
of six and . 
fourteen drop out 


Sometimes you whisper: “He is 
wiser, he knows how to live!" Yet he 
is considered an uneducated country 
lout! 


"This is to thank you sincerely 
for your very fruitful participation in 
the UNESCO programme on street/ 
working children. Your document 
( BUDHIVANTHA') is well received 
and is being studied for publication,.....", 
wrote Alphonse Tay, (25 Feb '93- 
7, place de Fontenoy, 75700 Paris). 
Educating the street children was the 
challenge before BOSCO from the time 
its pioneers got started. Congrats! to 
Fr. George Kollashany - the Street 
Educator. 


THE IN-THING 


The educational programme of 
BOSCO is called "BUDHIVANTHA*. It 
is a common word used in popular 
Kannada and is deeply rooted in the 
Indian cultural ethos. It has Sanskrit 
roots but does not lend itself for a 
literal English transalation. 


THE KICK OFF 


The origin of the concept 
“Budhivantha" as an educational con- 
cept is itself interesting. In one of the 
orientation camps for BOSCO Boys 
(street children of Bangalore's BOSCO) 
in 1983-84, the director while animat- 
ing a session on ‘education’, found 
himself in the midst of a heated dis- 
cussion. 


Boys were adamant in insisting 
that the present educational system is 


erm 
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3) To actasan ombudsman’ or 4. There is no formal selection pro- 
acatalyst thatwill challengeandchange cedure. Every street child is identi- 
the present educational and socio-po- fied, as__ they land on the street. 
litical system and to be an effective  Budhivantha, the educational follow- 


futile and useless from their perspective. 
"After B.A. (i.e. the bachelor's) ‘ Beedhiyalli 
(on the streets)" and "to get an M.A. 
(i.e. the master's), youare like emme 


(i.e. a buffallo)" - so they argued. 


The pun in Kannada was tell- 
ing; the director had to concede that 
the education being imparted did not 
help settle into life or to get em- 
ployed. Yet, he refused to accept 
that education was useless. "What 
about a future without education?’, 
The youngster replied, "DON'T WE 
KNOW HOW TO LIVE?" 


The director refused to give in. 
He challenged them, went on to tease 
them, nay, even belittling them say- 
ing, "You, you street guys, are you 
any better than these M.A.'s and B.A.'s? 
You are still on the streets! 


The retort was instant, from 
the smallest of them, "Yes, on the 
streets, but "budhivanthru", (in his 
own words), "Budhi iddare saaku, 
jeevana santhosha nadasalakuthee’. 
(It is enough to reach ‘Budhi', we 
will be able to live happily). 


"Budhivantha", is a poignant 
term - deep in its annotations and 
rich in meaning. 


This project of education hopes 
to help the youngster, especially the 
one on the street, to acquire an inte- 
gral approach to lead a happy life. 


However, it was in 1990, the 
International year of Literacy, that 
Budhivantha was launched in full gusto. 


AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 


1) To assist each youngster as 
he lands on the street, to cope with 
the life on the street, take advantage 
of the situation and Opportunities around, 
and integrate these experiences so 


as to grow into a full-pledged per- 
son. 


2) To help the child/youngster 
become aware of the potential and 
opportunities inherent in him and in 
the situation around. 


and viable alternative that is relevant 
especially for the deprived. 


4) "That they may have life.....life, 
in all its fullness" the motto of the 
organisation is itself the motto of 
Budhivantha. 


INNOVATIVE FEATURES 


1. This projectis largely street based. 
Street presence is the hallmark of 
BOSCO'S approach. BOSCO believes 
that the educator should be present to 
all the struggles and happy moments 
that a child/youth encounters - on the 
street. 


2a Work 
education. 


itself is considered 


3. Any growth is affirmed. 


The retort was instant, 
from the smallest of them, 
"Yes, on the streets, but 
"budhivanthru", (in his own 
_ words), "Budhi iddare 


‘saaku, jeevana santhosha: 
nadasalakuthee". (It is 
enough to.reach ‘Budhi, . 
we will be able to live 
os happily). 


Courtesy "Times of India" Feb. 6. 1993 


up formally begins when the child is 
on the street, say, at least three months 
and participates with the educator in 
his growth process. 


5. Failures are to be expected. 


6. System change is to be worked 
out to find the educational need and 
not the child fitting into existing edu- 
cational structures. 


7. The process of staff training is 
"un-process" training, regular and 
systematic participation in evaluation 
and in-put sessions. 


COMPONENTS OF ‘BUDHIVANTHA' 


‘Budhivantha' as an educational 
component of BOSCO, encompasses 
those four components of growth that 
constitutes the totality of his growth. 
They are: 


i) Thelntellectual/Academic growth 
ii) The Vocational/Job-related growth 
iii) The Personality/Talents growth 
iv) The Social/Environmental growth. 
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Table I explains the operation of the components. 


COMPONENT PURPOSE ACTION PLAN METHODOLOGY 
Intellectual/ -facilitate the intellectual - literacy class on the street/ - non-formal method: 
Academic growth- centres - steet plays -regular depends on the need 
- 7th std, 10th std schooling 7th & 10th of the child in any 
higher education privately-study through play given area - sending few 


to regular schooling 


Vocational/ -exposure to other jobs -studying the present - Government training 

Job-related -acquire respectable jobs occupation-vocational institute- non-formal 
-ensure growth in the job orientation-different training institute- 
-self-actualisation trades possibility short-term training 


(welding, screen printing,etc.) 


Personality/ - positive attitude to life- - orientation camps- - to give an opportunity 

Talents - to give informatiort about counselling- de-addiction for those who want to 
health hazards - to programme - talent come out of the street 
recognise their development activities. life and leave bad habits 
potentialities like ganja, petrol & so 


forth-non-institutional 
approach- weekly 
programmes in centres 
& street-admission to 
sports club/cultural club 


Social/ - opportunities for youth for youth camps - organise group 

Environmental leadership and equal programmes - Rally- activity - to expose 
participation - Leadership camps- them to other social 
- opportunities for growth counselling etc. groups 


and awareness - chance 

to know rights and 

duties - hetero sexual 

attitude - responsibility 
towards family - re-integration 
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[Refer to the case study for further understanding of the project] 


Case-Study: } 
Here below is illustrated one summarised case study to show how Budhivantha is applied. 
Case |. Rama Velu (not real name) 


BOSCO 


Component 


1986 - '87 


1988 - '89 


1990 - '92 


Personality & 
Talent 
Development 


Job & Vocational 
orientation 


Academic 
education 


Social growth 


- Met at city bus stand, 
suffering from diaharrea 
and malnutrition and 
found him capable as a 
yoga specialist 


- worked as a coolie and 
thought that he has to 
remain, so used to spend all 
his money on film 


- 4thstd. passed 


- bitter against brothers and 
family, had run away three 
times before, loner and 
Suspicious 


- Does yoga regularly. Gets 
state level silver medal, 
attends yoga camps, 
teaches yoga to others, 

his personality 

develops 


- he was a screen printer, lives 
on that. He gets a scholarship 


for studies. Stays at Bosco 
Yuvakendra 


- 7th standard he passed in 


- Gets a National silver 
medal in yoga, 
participates and 
teaches others, 
Overcomes self criticism, 
grows in self-confidence 


works in different places 
- as office boy at Bosco 
while doing S.S.L.C 
privately 

-uses his screenprinting 
certificate for job 

- '92 goes home 

(with brother) 

and earns Rs.2000 a 
month by teaching yoga 


-passes S.S.L.C. regular 


English medium, first attempt. college student, pays 
Gets self-confidence. Joins 8th with his earning, hopes 
std. in school but leaves halfway to become a doctor 


- goes home but runs away, 
makes friends at school, 

becomes more sociable, has 
speical interest in his sister 


- Stays with brother 

- is a teacher 

- belongs to 
associations 

- regularly discusses 
his problems 


continued on page 35 


"The police, which is notorious for manhandlin 
on about how they are not even to be handcuff 
if there has been a theft an 
to such treatment for life" 


Bangalore. 


ywhere in the vicinity. 
. Says Mr C, Motiram, deputy commissioner of police (crime) - 


g the children in spite of the JJ Act screaming 
ed, also rounds up street-children at random ~° 
And once caught, the child is condemned 


Sonora Nambiar -Times of India, Apr. 16, 1993 
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Interview: 


An informal chat with Ms Kalpana, the present project co-ordinator 


How many children/youth are under the project from the time of its launching? 


We have only an approximate figure available During the past two years about 300 childre 
. . . . . . fe . . . n h b 
followed up. This ee a pilot project have difficulties in making it fully operational. That is, the actor at 
the educated have to be thoroughly informed - which is a time consuming process. Hence the project is moving 
ata snail's pace. But I'm glad to say that this year, out of 200, 58 have successfully participated in their growth. 


How do you rate the success of the project? 


The project is yet to be scientifically evaluated. | should say,it is really innovative. The rate of success is 
more measured through the heart of the educator and the educant than through any other scale. The project is 
more understood now than*before and consequently, more operational. 


What categories of children have you come across during your work? 
| have come across mainly three types of children/youth: 
1) those who feel that they have to grow/change, but feel helpless about it 


2) those who feel totally dependant on the educator (sometimes | have made them too much dependant on 
me - but have realised that it was a mistake) 


3) those who feel they need to grow and feel responsible for it. 
Haven't you come across youth who have reached the depth of despair? 


In my work with the children for the past 3 years, | have come very close to a number of children/youth. Most 
have confessed: "I have lot of friends, but none | can really trust". These children sometimes have to face crisis 
situations which are beyond their control. They sometimes come running to my office or call over the phone and 
say: 


‘| wish | were not born, aunty". The reasons are: - a family that does not accept them - a society that totally 
rejects them - no real friends - loneliness 
Very often these children appear to be a happy-go-lucky lot. Is it really true? 


Itis true, they enjoy freedom. But its only for a short time. The rest of the time they pretend to be happy 
- they would like to escape reality - may be by resorting to drugs, alcohol etc., They feel not confident enough to 
go up in life. 


CONCLUSION: 


Anush, 17, an educator of street children, from Deihi, who himself spent most of his childhood in the street, firmly believes: 
"Education is the only way out in the working child's long fight for the right to exist with dignity’. 
And finally, a question remains to be answered 


Who should be more educated? 


- the STREET CHILD? 
or the SOCIETY? 


George Kollashany - Pioneer Budhivantha Educational Project 


Kalpana - Present Co-ordinator 
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BOSCO 


"MILES TO GO BEFORE I 
Se cee;......" 


ROBERT FROST 


A great many years ago, in the distant past, 
a dream was seen by Saint John Bosco. 


Neigh, not just a dream but a vision - the creation 
of a beautiful world, close to Utopia, for all those 
unfortunate children of the world, who have none 
to love and nobody to care. 


Another time, another place 
and yet another dream - a century 
later, in Bangalore - a shelter for 
the hapless and less fortunate chil- 
dren on the streets. This time it 
was not to remain a dream for long 
- thanks to the initative and efforts 
of the sons of Don Bosco, ateam of 
young Salesians, with Father George 
Kollashany, the pioneer and initia- 
tor of BOSCO (Bangalore Oniyavara 
Seva Coota). 


But to begin at the beginning, 
the year 1980, these young Salesians 
from the theological seminary in 
Bangalore - Kristu Jyothi College 
were touched by the plight of the 
scores of children literally living in 
the streets. Soon begins their quest 
to establish a kind of rapport with 
these oft called “Street Children’ - 
which finally leads to the establish- 
ing of BOSCO - an organisation 
unlike any other. Not an institution 
by any chance, more of a haven for 
the children on the street. The 
snap shots of many a ‘street child’ 
having come under the able care of 
the Salesians and their team of 
expert volunteers and social work- 
ers, adorn the wall plaque of the 
BOSCO Office - a concrete proof of 
the number of children who come 
almost every day seeking BOSCO's 
help and guidance - which ranges 
fromthe emotional, physical, medi- 
cal to the practical kind. One has 
to merely look at the steady stream 
of street children who keep drop- 
ping into the BOSCO premises, to 
realise what BOSCO means to them. 
Going by the past data, obviously, 
BOSCO mean a lot to the children 
on the street. 


Twelve years is a consider- 
able period and that's exactly that 
many years that BOSCO has been 
working with the street children - 
no mean achievemnt. However, 
after ‘having been on the street for 
12 years' as one of the Social Work- 
ers at BOSCO put it - the question 
does arise - what next? While in 
conversation with Father George a 
lot of issues were touched upon. 
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Excerpts from the Interview: | 
: George, what was the inspiration behind ola veaes All recognitions, whether it 

Q Father g a 

recognition, all have 
meaning and pales into 


A: Ina way, | would say it was a dream-to help children. There & 
was no one particular individual who directly inspired me or 


influenced me to take up this work with the street children. It insignificance before the 
was more a feeling from within myself, a mission to do some- glow in the face of a 

thing, a deep call for a cause to be taken up. It later on led me, youngster who starts to 
to work with the children on the street. live to his full potential. 


Did you see a similarity between your dream and the vision 
of St. John Bosco? | 


Yes, As acall, it is identical. On the surface there are slight similarities of structures but in spirit it 
is entirely same. My dream - to share in the bigger dream - was more of a participative kind, where 
as Don Bosco's dream was more than a dream - it was a vision. It was the same dream for the 
twentieth century. 


It's been a decade since you've been working with the Children on the Street’. Were there 
many obstacles in your way? 


Obstacles were many but nothing extraordinary, (adding with calm confidence) and nothing that was 
not successfully faced. Experience of providential care was too real not to see success. 


At the face of odds, did you at any time feel like giving up your work with the Street Children’? 


No, when | began my work with these children | entered the field anticipating the different problems 
that would arise. So, when problems cropped up, | just carried on. Truly, the problems were much 
more - much, much more than what | had anticipated in my wildest imagination. 


However, Fr. George .K adds with sudden insouciance - may be looking back now, if | had known all 
that at the beginning, | might have decided otherwise - may not have started. But no, there were 
Successes, guidance from above, all along; that it would have been difficult to turn back. 


When did you feel most rewarded for your work? 


To me the feeling of being rewarded is more from within, an internal aspect rather than external. It 
is the relationship that counts, the kind that exists between me and achild on the street. And when 
there is a positive trend to that relationship - growth in the other then that's a reward in itself. 


What about the Rajyotsava award? How did you feel being conferred with this award? 


Of course, it was a good feeling, getting the award, but more than that what touched me most was 
the recognition by three boys on the very same day - one, who gave me alift in the auto, to the venue: 
another boy who shared acup of tea; and third, a once rowdy who dropped me back, none knew about 
the award, - just bumping into them on the streets. This acknowledgement was a worthy gesture, that 
gladdened me most. All recognitions, whether it be UNESCO recognition, UNICEF's constant 
reference, National Forum's leadership or Child hope's International Board membership - all have 
meaning and pales into insignificance before the glow in the face of a youngster who starts to live 
to his full potential. 
You initiated this whole programme of doin 


for many others. What do you have to say 
done? | 


g something for these children and paved the way 
about the present manner/nature of the work being 
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A: | feel that the present team at BOSCO 
is doing a good job, infact a better one 
- a more scientific and professional 
approach. They have really consoli- 
dated it - very much better than | would 
have - with greater efficiency than | 
ever anticipated. 


How would you appraise your work to date? Is there a sense of completion? 


| did nothing much (and that putting it with humility), merely initiated the programme with these 
children on the streets. Further the credit is not solely mine, there were quite a few others, 
nay a whole army of them with me, who combined efforts to make this project a worthwhile 
success. As for a sense of completion | don't think programmes of this sort can ever be fully 
complete. Yes, one might say, it has reached a certain standard. There still needs a lot to 
be done and which will be done in the times to come... . 


That's just about sums up Fr. George .K's attitude - to go on with his work, dutifully and 
diligently, with his usual confidence and faith. One cannot help but admire the spirit with 
which Fr. George Kollashany and many others at BOSCO who mete out the much needed 
Support and succour to the children on the streets. 


As D.M. Lawrence put it "This strange flame, lit as it is at the Central while hot fire of 
insptration, will in every age find them followers”. 


Fr. George .K adds with sudden insouciance - 
maybe looking back now, if | had known all that 
at the beginning, | might have decided other- 
wise - may not have started. But no, there were 
successes, guidance from above, all along; 


Suparna Srinivasan 
Lecturer, Journalism Department 
Mount Carmel College, Bangalore. 


SOME CHARACTERISTICS INHERITED BY BOSCO 


1. The Why? "SPECIAL PREDI- 
LECTION OF GOD" 


Right from the word go,and 
especially from 1984 Apirl 1st, we 
have experienced, that God had a 
special predilection for his little ones, 
the poor, the young who are most 
inneed. The way the three Pinardi' 
sheds were located in 1984 and a 
permanent centre acquired, were 
unique and marvellous. When we 
were having all sorts of difficulties, 


to hold on to the Chamrajpet prop- 
erty; all the struggles and frustra- 
tions would have come to naught. 
We, not only got back the property 
- the one case in India under the 
legislation which came into effect 
in 1988 - We were forced to buy a 
second property, the Gandhinagar 
centre. It was sheer providence, a 
miracle. It is this experience, multi- 
plied many times over that has 
Sustained us. 


2. ~“BOSCO' was always a 
communitarian project 


It was never an individual 
charism. It was always a team work. 
This team consisted of young cler- 
ics, fully committed ‘staff, street 
children themselves, collaborators, 
students, lay adults, different reli- 
gious groups, public and private 
institutions etc. In the Salesian tra- 
dition, the project has been a prov- 
ince activity - by the Provincial 
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BOSCO 


Councils and the Chapters. In 
the Salesian colloquim, BOSCO's 
philosophy was in line with the 
guidelines provided in the 1989. 
Provincial Chapter documents. 
General Chapter 90, has a sec- 
tion on "street" itself as an area 
of intervention and youth to youth 
presented as a model in one of 
the letters of the Rector Major in 
1991. In the congregation and in 
the society, BOSCO strives after 
the ideal of being acommunitarian 
project. 


We can boast of initiating the 
process that have culminated in gov- 
ernment schemes - civic, state, and 
central - nay, the Karnataka gov- 
ernment scheme is ditto an incor- 
poration of the BOSCO Project. "Lotus 
Children" now an international funding 
agency serving street children in 
India and Africa was born on the 
streets of Bangalore, in 1982, drawing 
its inspiration from BOSCO. Ac- 
countability and credibility are the 
ideals we strive for. 


of the regular annual calendar. New 
parameters are being created for 
evaluation of non-institutional ap- 
proaches and they are being ac- 
cepted even by international 
agencies such as UNESCO, 

CHILDHOPE etc. 


>. TO AFFECT POLICIES - 
TO PAVE WAY FOR REP- 
LICATION AND CREATE A 
VISION 


National and international bodies; 
educational and research institu- 


3. _ FUNDING- SEARCHING FOR 
NEW VISTAS 


BOSCO never depended on 
any single funding Project but 
continuously struggled to explore 
new vistas. These included teams 
being created at each function to 
raise local funds, many a staff, 
not only contributing by their 
committed service but also 
raising funds even more than 
the pay they received. 


4. SYSTEMATIC STRUCTURATION 
OF A NON-INSTITUTIONAL 
APPROACH 


BOSCO is a non-institutional 


approach. Yet, it has striven to 
make itself into a well-knit and co- 
ordinated structure. Weekly , meetings, 
area-wise monthly evaluations, 
regular Staff orientation and train- 
INQ programmes, and Participative 
planning, half yearly and annual 
evaluations, all have become part 


tions both government and Private 
have used the expertise of BOSCO, 
for the training of their staff, live-in- 
experiences and formulation of poli- 
cles regarding street and working 
children. South Asia Officials of UNICEF, 
TATAINSTITUTE of Social Sciences, 
field officers, Government Officials 
from Gujarat and West Bengal, 
Schools of Social Works of Ban- 
galore, Indore, Delhi, Bomay etc., 
are a few examples of those who 
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Lighting a fire : Many years ago... 


A little encouragement - the annual BOSCO BOYS DAY 
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have come to Bangalore. Many a congregation in Ban 
in experiences. Two congregations wanted their cleri 


galore send their young religious for training and live- 


cs to do the training through a full year regency. M 
cities where street children work are active had invited the expertise of BOSCO f é 5 et 


Or initiating their project. This 


participation with a larger vision has been another hall-mark ideal towards which BOSCO is striving. 


6. TO BE ADON BOSCO TODAY 


The ever-green vitality of the spirit of DON BOSCO is the fountain head for the inspiration. “Preventive 
System! Is Its trade-mark, now being incarnated in a new age with a wider context. The Salesian presence has 
lent itself more to the street presence. Reason, religion (the divine power within) and love are seeking 


new modes of expression on the streets of Bangalore. 
7. “That they may have /ife,.... 
Life in all its fullness" 


enema ee ss 


delinquent juveniles." 


never has to come back there again". 


Nimble Hands! Child- the worker 
The Country's labour -g 2 billion children in 
force includes 44 the world, below 15 
million children. Ev- years, are forced to. 
ery fourth child in the earn their living. 
age group of five to India has the highest 
fifteen is employed number of such child 

workers 


(Survey by Union 


Labour Ministery) (ILO's estimate) 


The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986, introduces itself as one meant "to provide for the care, 
protection, treatment, development and rehabilitation of neglected or delinquent juve- 
niles and for the adjudication of certain matters relating to, and disposition of, 


This well-meaning statement, im reality, reads, "Letting a child know in no uncertain 
terms that he is a criminal, therefore cannot live with his parents but with other little 
criminals, must work while other children play, is ‘asking for it' if sexually-molested 
or raped, is liable to be rounded up fiercely by the police on the slightest murmur of a 
crime taking place in any locality where he may be, is watched over by people who hate 
their jobs and couldn't be. bothered about probing the child's mind to ensure that he 


21,000 kids 
die a day 

More than 21,000 kids © 
die every single day 
due to lack of immuni- 
zation, dehydration and 
pneumonia 
(as reported by IE on 
13-12-1989 from the State 
of the world's children, 
UNICEF) 
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Freevom 


Freedom, freedom, freedom, freedom, 
Freedom, Yes the world needs freedom 
So many are thirsting, SO many are wanting 
So many are dreaming of freedom, 
SO many are speaking, so many are fighting, doing all for freedom 


The rich get richer everyday 
the poor just grow and fade away 
Is there no freedom? 

So many fighting everyday, 

SO many wandering night and day 
is that freedom? 


Young boys and young girls 
Taking drugs and think they're free 
Spent their wealth 
And spend their life taking liberty 
It's not the freedom that you want 
It's just a dream that will never make a man. 


George Vellakkadayil 
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STUDY ON THE OBSERVATION 


OMES IN KARNATAKA 


Children reach obser- 
vation homes through 
no fault of their own. It 
is the Family and Soci- 
ety, that is responsible 
for such a state of af- 
fairs. Could the gov- 
ernment care little 
more? 


bservation homes, formerly known 

as Remand homes, are institu 

tions where inmates are kept 
under observation or study or custodial 
care. Boys below the age of sixteen 
years and girls below the age of eigh- 
teen years are kept in such observation 
homes (OHs). The categories of chil- 
dren in such institutions include juve- 
nile delinquents, neglected children 
and voluntary admissions. Karnataka 
has 22 OHs. This artilce is the result of 
my study in 10 such institutions. 


The Objectives of my study were: 


1. To get to know the problems of the 
children in OHs. 


2. To know the functioning and the 


Varghese Pallipuram* 


seryices rendered by them in rehabili- 
tating the children. 


3. To see the problem of vagrancy 
and delinquency in a state perspective 
and suggest possible remedies. 


4. To make more effective my own 
work with the street children and delin- 
quents. 


In order to collect information, | have 
interviewed the staff as well as the 
inmates. 


Circumstances that led them to the 
Observation Homes: 


Fifty percent of the children interviewed 
said that they landed up there as they 
were caught by the police. Police ar- 
rested them due to various reasons. 


“Fr. Varghese Pallipuram is presently the Executive Director of BOSCO. He did research on the ragpickers of Bangalore Clty and secured a 


silver medal for MSW from the Madras University. 


—————— ee eee 
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From the table it is 
clear that police arrest 
these children without 
sufficient reason and based 
on mere suspicion. It may 
be noted that police is 
doing great harm when 
they arrestinnocent boys 
and send them to OHs. It 
is not advisable to keep 
both the IPC cases and 
the neglected ones to- 
gether in the same place. 
The vagrants and the 
neglected should be de- 
tached from the Juve- 
nile Justice system 
and handed over to the 
Social Welfare Board or 
to the Voluntary Agencies 
to be looked after. 


Twenty three boys 
(57.5%) said that they 
had already left school, 
and were doing some 
work. The rate of chil- 
dren landing up in OHs 
were higher among work- 
ing children than among 
school going children. 
Eight of those inter- 
viewed said that they 
ran away from home be- 
cause of poverty (67.5%), 
quarrel at home, etc. 
The runaways are easy 
prey to the police. The 
Observation Home at 
Bangalore has a high 
rate of runaways and 
street children. 


Period of time in the 
Observation home: 


As perthe J.J. Act, 
children are not to re- 
main inthe OHs for more 
than three months. The 
Article 27(3) of J.J. Act 
says, "An inquiry re- 
garding a juvenile un- 


Table showing the reasons for arresting the children: 


Reasons 
Theft 
Wandering 

For no reason 

Sleeping out of place 
Ticketless travelling 

Family involvement in murder 
Suspicion 


No. of Respondents 


Percentage 


der this Act shall 
be held expedi- 
tiously and shall 
ordinarily be com- 
pleted with in a 
period of three 
months from the 
date of its com- 
mencement, unless, 
for special reasons 
to be recorded in 
writing, the com- 
petent authority oth- 
erwise directs". 
Within three months 
children are either 
to be released to 
their parents or 
committed to the 
Certified School. 
Asked whether the 
children remain in 
the OHs for more 
than three months 
or not, 72% of the 
staff said that they 
do remain. 30% 
of the children in- 
terviewed said that 
they were in OHs 
for more than three 
months. It was 
shocking to discover 
that there was one 
boy who was inthe 
Observation Home 
for 6 years. The 
Observation Home 
authorities should 
make every effort 
to see that the boys 
are released or com- 
mitted within three 
months. 


There are also 
children who land up 


‘in OHs, more than 


once. In fact one boy 
told me that he was 
there for the elev- 
enth time. 


C 
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Basic Needs - Food, Clothing and 
Shelter: 


Basic needs like food, clothing 
and shelter are provided for in OHs. 
More than half of the respondents 
(52.5%) liked the meals supplied in 
the OH. This is quite natural as some 
of them have been starving in their 
own homes. 


As regards clothing, the inmates 
are provided with one pair of dress 
every three months. The building structure 
facilities provided to the boys are 
quite sufficient. The juvenile justice 
Rules, (Karnataka) 1987 provides much 
more accomodation facilities to the 
inmates. 


Recreational Facilities: 


Almost all the OHs provide recre- 
ational facilities to the inmates. My 
general observaton is that these facili- 
ties could be more organised through 
better planning. Some OHs also pro- 
vide cultural programmes, TV, radio etc. 


Medical Facilities: 


Most of the OH authorities do 
take care of children who are seri- 
ously sick. They are taken to the 
nearby Government hospital. Some 
also provide medical help in the insti- 
tution itself. One of the common sick- 
ness Is scabies. 


It was shocking to - 
discover that there was one > 


boy who was in the Observa- 
tion home for 6 years 


Educational Facilities: 


Educational programmes are not 
very much encouraged in OHs as they 
may vacate the institution at any time. 
Three of the institutions | visited had 
some sort of literacry programmes. 
Only one of them conducted some 
training programmes. | should say 
that children in OHs have lot of free 


time. A lot of free time leads to bore- 
dom and unhealthy behaviours. Hence 
educational and other training progra- 
mmes could be conducted on a regular 
basis, though the children are available 
for short time only. 


46% of the staff 
interviewed agreed 
with the idea that the 
children who come 
to Observation Home 
as vagrants go out 
as criminals 


of a building - worse still if he is locked 
up ina room. It is my experience, that 
sometimes children prefer to be on the 
street, away from their dear ones than 
remain in OHs. 


While providing an institutional 
set up, child's freedom should not be 
curtailed. It is sad to note that some 
OHs do not allow the voluntary agen- 
cies to organise programmes for the 
children. These agencies can help the 
staff in varying ways, to create a happy 
atmosphere in OHs. 


Observation Home or Elsewhere: 
From the table it is clear that 24 — 
respondents (60%) prefer to be athome 


than in the OH. 61% of the staff also 
share the same opinion. 


Table showing whether the inmates prefer OH or elsewhere. | 


On the Street 


Certified School 
Stay Somewhere 
No Answer 


Staff - Inmate Relationship: 


Most of the children (62.5%) in- 
terviewed said that they do fear their 
charges. They have their own reasons 
like constant beating, and other punish- 
ments. 30.5% of the children inter- 
viewed stated that the staff were hon- 
estly working for their good. 


My observations are : (1) The J.J. 
Act does not specify anything regarding 
the qualifications of OH staff. (2) The 
Staff should be adequately trained to 
deal with children in difficult circum- 
stances. 


Their Freedom is Curtailed: 


The vast majority of those inter- 
viewed (82.5) expressed that their free- 
dom is curtailed. Every person cher- 
ishes freedom. Itis difficult for a child 
to remain restricted within the four walls 


After many days they do long to 
be with their loved ones. 65% of the 
inmates interviewed said that their 
parents had not come to meet them in 
the OH. Family counselling should be 
encouraged to place the children back 
to their families. 


Vagrants becoming criminals: 


46% of the staffinterviewed agreed 
with the idea that the children who 
come to observation home as vagrants 
go out as criminals. Itis a clear indica- 
tion that children learn criminal behav- 
iourin OHs. It is rather disheartening 
to note that observation homes which 
are meant to correct the behaviours of 
the children turn out to be agents in 
making them criminals. 
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Conclusion: 
1. 


"| got hooked on dope", con- 
fesses 16-year-old Ravi, "after | 
gave up school in order to avoida 
teacher who regularly humiliated 
me for my weakness in the sub- 
ject. Both smack and the teacher 
ruined my life". 


(Reeta Dutta Gupta "Times of India" Feb.93) 


While the OHs take care of the basic needs of the inmates they undermine so many o 
, ther factors lik 
and other psychological aspects which are so essential to a child's growth. 4 et ooee feedoin 


. There should be close collaboration between OHs and voluntary Agencies. This should be undertaken on a priority 


basis. 


The government should allow even the Voluntary Agencies to run the OHs. 
The juvenile Justice Act should be fully implemented in all the OHs. 


The Government should not hesistate to bear the financial burden that may arise in the event of implementing the 
J.J.Act to the full. 


It remains to be re-emphasised that children in difficult circumstances need special care of the Government. 


Sacking it all! 
The relationship between a rag-picker and his gunny sack is intriguing, to say the 
least. For a rag-picker, his gunny sack is not only a collection bag. It is his all in 
all. Even his God - he worships it. : 
In fact, if he loses his gunny bag or if it has to be discarded prematurely, it is 
considered a bad omen. For a rag-picker, it signals danger round the corner. 
Today, jute sacks are no longer considered to be "in". More and more rag-pickers 
are replacing their jute bags with plastic sacks. 
The inside of a rag-picker's sack is compartmentalised. The handiwork of the 
boys, for the sake of convenience. They line the insides of the sacks with pockets, 
each pocket designed to hold adifferent item of the scavenged "booty". This way, 
a gunny sack overflowing with the day's pickings, looks neatly laid out inside; one 
pocket holding papers, another the plastic packets, a third pocket for the scrap 
metal pieces and so on. | 
A rag-picker puts his gunny sack to multifarious uses. Besides a bag, it is his 
shield against the rain and also blanket to protect him from the cold. It also serves” 
as a bed for some as they snuggle inside its warmth for a good night's rest. For 
some others, the sack is a protection against troublesome dogs as they stretch out 
on the pavements after a hard day's work. 7 
An interesting sight to behold is on Ayudha Pooja day. The sacks are all laid out 
in a row, spruced-up decorated, and are worshippd. 


Meera John Chakraberty “Times of India” Sept 6. 1989 


The Decorating Hand! 
More than 51,000 children are em- 
ployed to produce the famous Benares 
sarees. More than 51,000 children 
are employed in the carpet industry 
in Kashmir. More than 50,000 children 
are employed in the match facto- 
ries in Sivakasi. 

(The Illustrated Weekly of India, Jan. 
15, 1989) 
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WEAKNESSES 


An Unequal Society 


With all the development and 
progress inthe world, with the ad- 
vancement of society and modern 
civilization, inequalities continue 
to exist. Quite often society is 
seen to be consisting of the haves 
and have-nots, the rich and the 
poor and of people who have all 
the bestin life and those who struggle 
even for the basic where-with-all 
to survive and lead a simple hu- 
man life. i 


By and large the Govern- 
ments of underdeveloped countries 
among other things strive prima- 
rily to bring in social justice so that 
the majority of their population have 
sufficient opportunities and resources 
to live a fairly happy and socially 
sayisfying life. In countries where 
the higher proportion of the popu- 
lation is poor, major policies and 
programmes are devoted to im- 
provement of their quality of life. 
However, repeatedly it has been 
seenthat Government programmes 
either expressed through schemes 


BOSCO 


Networking 
Should be a 
system to 
which all NGOs 
should be com- 
mitted to for 
increasing their 
own efficiency 
and generating 
enhanced im- 
pact through 
solidarity says 
Mr. Gerry Pinto, 
the programme 
Officer, 
UNICEF, Delhi. 


and services have impact only upto 
a point. By the very nature of Govt. 
patronage, quality of implementing 
infrastructure, limited motivation and 
thereby commitment of the Govt. 
staff, the coverage of target popu- 
lation is limited and quality of im- 
pact is considerably modest. 


Role of NGOs 


In India too the situation de- 
scribed above is true. In condi- 
tions such as these, the role of 
voluntary organisations is not only 
useful but quite often critical and 


ae ine Ghnate aG 
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essential. It is a fact of history 
that whenever there have been 
instances of deprived and vulner- 
able groups in society, the NGOs 
have been the first to respond. 
Similarly also, whenever there have 
been social problems, arising out 
of disasters, social turmoil, trag- 
edies etc., affecting people or 
communities adversely, they have 
been the pioneers both in terms 
of responding immediately and 
responding through strategies which 
are innovative, effective, lowcost 
and often replicable. Because of 
such attributes of NGO's have come 
to be recognised as useful and 
necessary peoples’ organization 
in the area of social development. 
It has been a gradual acquisition 
of credibility by the NGOs. 


NGOs - Partners With 
Government 


In the past NGOs were seen 
as voluntary and committed band 
of people who were involved in 
welfare activities which benefitted 
a deprived group or community. 
As the NGOs started multiplying 
and attracted professionable, they 
began to be considered as rell- 
able agencies who could under- 
take effectively welfare and de- 
velopment programmes for target 
groups which Govts, too strived 
to address through various gov- 
ernmental programmes and 
schemes. Now, NGOs are begin- 
ning to be considered as compe- 
tent and equal partners in 
Government programmes con- 
cerned with welfare and develop- 
ment of vulnerable groups and 
communities. This has contrib- 
uted further to the recognition of 
the role and importance of NGOs 
thus leading to a great prolifera- 
tion of NGOs. 


NGOs And Their Motivations 


As in the case of any set of 
organizations or institutions so too 
inthe case of NGOs there is a great 
variety. Variety is in terms of major 
thrust of programmes, patronage, size 
and influence of the NGO. There 
are NGOs who are involved in rural 
development programmes, others 
who are involved in health progr- 
ammes and so on. Some are high 
profile or national level NGOs, oth- 
ers are more grass-root level. Some 
NGOs are headed by politically or 
socially influential big weights. Oth- 
ers are Gandhian type or more straight 
forwardly committed to the cause of 
their clientele. From another angle, 
some NGOs are person or personal- 
ity centred, others are groups of 
dedicated persons who operate 
democratically in implementing their 


- programmes. 


NGOs can be different in terms 
of funding sources. Some NGOs 
receive generous funds from for- 
eign agencies and are almost en- 
tirely funded from external sources. 
Such NGOs generally do not look or 
care for funds fromthe Government. 
Other NGOs depend entirely on lo- 
cal funds including from the Gov- 
ernment. This is often by choice. 
Some others receive foreign funds, 
generate local funds and also re- 
ceive government grants. 


Relationship Among NGOs 


There have been in the past 
and continue to be in the present 
efforts by NGOs to form into asso- 
ciations, federations and forums. 
Quite often these groupings are on 
the basis of programmes or 
subjects, however, sometimes the 
grouping is on the basis of the fact 
that they are all NGOs irrespective 
of their specific thrust programmes. 


The popular effort is on facilitating 
groupings on the basis of subjects 
or programmes. All NGOs who are 
involved in health programmes will 
tend to federate. 


While it is said that NGOs are 
voluntary bodies who out of choice 
form into an agency and are com- 
mitted to the cause of the vulner- 
able and deprived groups or com- 
munities, such spirit does not seem 
always to facilitate unity, coopera- 
tion and coordination among them. 
Reasons are varied and they are 
as many as there are motivations 
of various individuals who lead these 
organisations or of groups that form 
into a NGO. | 


whenever there have 
been social problems, 
arising out of disasters, 
social turmoil, tragedies 
etc., affecting people or 
communities adversely, 
they have been the pio- 


. neers both.in terms of 
responding immediately 
and responding through 
Strategies which are 
innovative, effective, low 

_ cost and often replicable 


As a result, there are some 
NGOs who are fairly well estab- 
lished in terms of funds, influence 
and name and do not seem to feel 
the need for interacting with oth- 
ers. There are NGOs that are 
mainly dependent on government 
funds who will not want to relate to 
other NGOs especially when other 
NGOs might be inclined to take on 
stance not necessarily acceptable 
or pleasant towards governments. 
Some NGOs who feel threatened 
by others which are seen to be 
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Creative and innovative do not 
wantto share their “own ideas" or 
Sources from where they receive 
funds and so on. In situations 
such as those mentioned above, 
cooperation, coordination or a 
solidarity among NGOs becomes 
very difficult. 


On the other hand, there are 
NGOs whose only raisondetre is 
the cause they are committed to. 
These NGOs do not attach much 
importance to recognition by the 
government or support from the 
government. They frequently 
make their stand known _ boldly 
and question certain approaches 
Or policies of the government 
which are seen by them as harm- 
ful to vulnerable groups. 


Networking AmongNGOs- Mutual 
Sharing And Solidarity 


There is strength in unity 
and there is mutual education in 
interaction. NGOs do not seemto 
have realised this, at least, not in 
any committed way. Some efforts 
in forming federation of NGOs 
Operating in a particular sector 
have succeeded to some extent. 
Sustaining such unity continues 
to be achallenge. It needs to be 
mentioned that there are several 
extraneous conditions or factors 
which do not contribute to Net- 
working of NGOs. There are funding 
agencies, who somehow feel very 
possessive of the NGOs they fund. 
Govt. agencies do not necessar- 
ily promote efforts for networking. 
The reasons are varied. 


However, when certain rules 
are laid down or policies are an- 
nounced by the Govt. which might 
seem to be affectiing the NGOs 
functioning negatively, then there 


are sporadic efforts by NGOs to 
unite and present an united front to 
the Government Rarely such soli- 
darity persists beyond such limited 
objectives. 


_ Thereis strength 
in unity and there is 
_mutual education in 
interaction. NGOs do 


not seem to have 
realised this, at least, 
not in any committed 
way 


Benefits Of And Reasons For Net- 
working 


One of the progressive features 
of newer NGOs has been a greater 
emphasis on professionalisation which 
is facilitated mainly by induction of a 
greater number of qualified and pro- 
fessional staff. It is known fact that 
most of the NGOs most of the time 
operate in isolation, quite often not 
having interaction even with those 
NGOs who might be involved in simi- 
lar areas of work or issues. Since the 
emphasis on NGOs as important part- 
ners in welfare and development is 
ever increasing efforts are required to 
be initiated by NGOs for networking. 


The benefits from networking 
are obvious. The specific areas in 
which NGOs can mutually share ex- 
periences to co-operate and co-or- 
dinate can be broadly categorised 
as follows: 


A. Programme Approaches And Strategies 


Every NGO has its own cre- 
ative approaches and strategies. Other 
NGOs can benefit from exposure to 
newer approaches, strengthen their 
present systems and avoid mis- 
takes which have been made by 
some others. 


AX 
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&. Management Systems 


NGOs are increasingly becoming 
sensitive to the need of improving 
their own management systems for 
greater impact of their operations. 


C. Training Programmes & 
Materials 


Joint programmes can be 
Organised by NGOs to benefit their 
staff. This would help both in reduc- 
ing costs and efforts and enrichening 
quality. 


D. Communication Materials 


Quite often there is unneces- 
sary duplication of efforts by NGOs 
in the production of communication 
materials on similar subjects or themes 
for similar purposes and for similar 
target groups. If talents could be 
combined and efforts could be co- 
ordinated then the products could 
be of much higher quality with cheaper 
costs. 


E. Conferences And Seminars 


Being close to the target ben- . 
eficiaries and communities and en- 
joying rapport at the grass-root level 
NGOs can be effective spokesper- 
sons of the vulnerable groups. They 
are well equipped with issues relat- 
ing to the realities on the ground 
and have frequently a genuine con- 
cern and commitment to the cause. 
Unitedly they can project the is- 
sues effectively and generate use- 
ful debates for public education and 
actions. 


F. Advocacy 


Joint activities by NGOs' par- 
ticularly those focussed on advo- 
cacy can have higher credibility 
and impact than if individual NGOs 
undertake the same. _ 
Lago 
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G. Pressure Group 


There are occasions when un- 
desirable policies are formulated or 
inadequate legislations are enacted, 
an united stand taken by NGOs can 
protect the interests of their clien- 
tele. On certain occasions there 
might be a need for NGOs to take 
up joint social action to ensure that 


Govt. initiates necessary policies, 


formulates required programmes or 
implements legislation already en- 
acted for the welfare and develop- 
ment of vulnerable groups. 


H. Sharing Facilities And Resources 


Quite often small, community 
based grass-root NGOs migh not 
be able to afford certain facilities 
required for the operation or have 
adequate resources needed for 
programme implementation. The 
better off NGOs can share some of 
their facilities and resources with 
not so well to do NGOs. 


Conclusion 


Strength is in solidarity and 
enrichment is in mutual Sharing. 
The cause of the vulnerable groups 
Can be better served through co- 
ordinated efforts of NGOs who vol- 
untarily take on the mandate to 
work for the deprived, oppressed 
and neglected sections of soci- 
ety. Networking should be a Sys- 
tem to which all the NGOs should 
be committed to for increasing their 
Own efficiency and generating 
enhanced impact through solidar- 
ity. Efforts for networking should 
be sensitive to the fact that unity 
does not necessarily mean uni- 
formity and losing of one's own 


individuality. Emphasis should be 
on forging unity in select issues 
which are common to all NGOs while 
leaving room for diversity in ap- 
proaches and strategies in programme 
operation and service delivery. It 
is easy to be a lone ranger but 
cooperation and unity is more chal- 
lenging and difficult to accomplish 
and sustain. however, it is beyond 
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doubt that what can be accomplished 
by unity through networking is far 
more richer, of greater impact and 
for greater good of those whom 
NGOs vouch to serve. 
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HOME DLACEMENT - AN EXDERIENCE 


ou know 
what a 
home is.| 


knowit. But 

torun away 

rom home and then 

return like a prodi- 

gal - is entirely a different ex- 

' perience - and to be a witness 

to it - Ms Radha Murthy a senior 

staff in BOSCO, speaks about 
her experience. 


It is an accepted fact that 
the balanced development of a 
child - emotional, physical, and 
intellectual can be best ensured 
within the family and where this is 
not possible, by providing family 
like settings. For achild's normal 
growth and development, care, love 
and affection, play, education, role 
models etc., are essential. For 
the street children, life on street 
exposes them to the conditions 
which are hazardous to the nor- 
mal growth of a chid. The chil- 
dren on the street are playing the 
adult roles at a very early age. 
They miss the love and affection 
of parents. They lack parental 
models, discipline, play, 
shelter,education, healthcare. They 
are exposedto bad language, sexual 
harassment etc. They face many 
hazards like violence, health haz- 
ards, drug abuse, smoking and 
different forms of exploitation. 


Recognising that a home is 
the ideal place for the all round 
development of a child, Home place- 
ment is one of the main activities 
of BOSCO. We believe that home 


is the best place and nothing we 
offer to a child can be compared to 
what the parents can offer. At the 
same time we recognise that when 
we use the term Home placement 
we mean more than merely send- 
ing children on the streets back 
home. It has a broader connota- 
tion. That is to say, the child needs 
the right ambient to grow. There- 
fore it also includes encouraging 
and helping boys in renting rooms 
and placing children in selected 
institutions. Majority of the chil- 
dren under Home placement plan 
are sent back home. However, 
when a child is a destitute or an 
orphan placing in an institution is 
thought of. Elderly boys are en- 
couraged to rent rooms, in addi- 
tion to keeping contact with the 
family members. 


"RETURNING HOME" At the 
first level, home placement work is 
carried out from the street itself. | 
collect data about his/her back- 
ground and help him/her in des- 
perate situtations. | guage whether 
returning home immediately will help 


him or not. Then motivate him to - 


go back home. !n fact, we try to 
send the children back home as 
soon as they come to start living 
on the street - that is before they 
get accustomed to the street life. 
About40% of the boys whom we 
send home are within a week of 
their staying on the street. 


At the second level, the three 
city centres act as catalysts for 
the necessary transition from street 
to home. It helps the boys to get 
accustomed to home life. While 


Staying at the centre, in addition to 
providing shelter, counselling, mo- 
tivating the boys to go back is pro- 
vided. Itis observed that this again 
rests in the warm relationship with 
the staff. 


At the third level, after voca- 
tional training or appearing in 7th 
or 10th standards, going back is 
encouraged. We have noticed that 
the completion of a training, ap- 
pearing in exams gives them confi- 
dence and a sense of achievement. 
For eg: - In the year 1991 after 
appearing in 7th standard exam all 
the boys went home - some to 
settle down and some just for a 
visit. Among others Mr. Raja, a 
coolie boy from railway station and 
a paper picker from majestic went 
home for the first time after living 6 
years on the streets. Similar ob- 
servations were done during last 
year (1992) too - almost all the 
boys went home after the exams. 
Similarly, last year many boys (8 
out of 10) went back home after a 
training programme. During this 


We believe that home 

is the best place and 

nothing we offter to a 
child can be com- 
pared to what the 
parents can offer 


year Mr. Nagaraj, a paper picker, 
who was on street for 8-9 years 
went home for the first time, after 
attending a training programme. 
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In addition to this, BOSCO 


provides medical help to the chil-: 


dren on the streets. Many a times, 
when they are sick, they express 
the desire to meet their dear ones. 
In other words, during illness, they 
long for the love of their dear ones 
and easily get convinced to meet 
family members. | 


Recently Vijay, a coolie boy 
from Bus stand, who was hospitalised 
and later sent home after treat- 
ment. He-was on streets for 3-4 
years and had not visited his home 
even once. Similar is the story of 
Mr. Sanjay, a paper picker from 
Market area. In the month of Feb- 
ruary ‘93 he visited his family 
members after being 5 years on the 
Streets. 


But from my experience these 
assumptions are not true. | 
have been witness to a num- 
ber of ‘reunion’ scenes. When 


| returned home with the chil- 
dren some of them have cried 
Out: "We thought we will never 
see him again... . : 


In addition to the above, we 
also follow up and help in placing 
home children from Observation Home, 
Bangalore. Since the year 1988 - 
89 about 60 boys have been placed 
home every year. 


Tracing missing children is 
another component of home 
placement. In 1987, 52 parents 
came seeking help in finding their 
run away kids. Among them we 
were able to find 17 children and 
return them to their families. Last 
{wo years the number of parents 
seeking help in this regard has in- 
creased. Every year about 150 


parents come seeking our help. We 
are trying to improve our services 
in this area and we want to help the 
parents in a better way. 


Last 12 years, we have suc- 
cessfully send about 1,500 chil- 
dren back home. It is often as- 
sumed that (i) the parents are not 
happy to have the children back 
home (ii) the children do not want 
to return home and (ili) the children 
will not stay back at home even 
after returning home. But from my 
experience these assumptions are 
not true. | have been witness to a 
number of reunion’ scenes. When 
| returned home with the children 
some of them have cried out: “We 
thought we will never see him again... 
you have come in the form of God". 
The experience of children are 
equally satisfying. It is true that 
most of them fear rejection and pun- 
ishment on returning home. Though 


some of them do return to street . 


life, for many of the children, the 
returning experience has been 
positive and meant a new life. 


For Seena (not his real name), a i 
22-year-old who is here under 
the charge of murdering his friend i 
for money six years ago and is i 
now out on bail, the magistrates’ é 
overload means the crushing burden i 
of guilt and condemnation ev- f 
ery time he walks in here for a : 
hearing. Added to that is the i 
chilling screaming and cursing : 
of his murdered friend's mother, j 
whounfailingly attends the hearings ; 
in spite of having turned men- 5 
‘tally unstable after the news of ; 
her teenaged son's death. Seena r 
stands today, for over an hour, 
his arms locked defensively across f 
his chest and his brow furrowed E 
over his glasses, staring straight i 
ata wall. Did Seena know, through 
i 
: 
i 
i 
: 
H 
if 
: 


Ce LAE ee as Sn eat Sete | 


the confusion and agression of 
: being 16, that he was commit- 
ting a heinous crime? Has any- 
one told him about the grave 
cruelty of what he has done? 
Has he been given psychiatric 
help? He is mentally too strong, 
look athim!" Says Mr. Rangaswamy 


“Times of India” 


2 
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BOSCO 


WOM) DIBWNS 3B 


ROT CWOS, MD SF2, SeH, CO Aj. SHS BGI wri, sdriah, Ro3,2. men, 
99, 00H OS BAD WAT SOT SOHO) BOBOS,G Od. Zor Tocco Haar wwe s.oew) 
BOWS,G TD. BONOHAa HRbwea Dom Hess Bao, ar Bosow3d o. addon gs 
SHO AM WHF WeATeoos GHAad ads Weg, BoeHa ads, WeHodbd, morxs SowAnr. w& 
CSWeeNON BoeOeAasc Bodo0n3.G dd. sHde esa wd, AG ad. wom As ewan nae 
MATA ONS. O,8,¢ ALA Weg, Seooprnondo How, wens, Doeriedesons SAA. 
ONWWWl WOT Gow, BS, Gxd. Goo AWVT Bos HoecoMs. SNS rs, oPdHc wowdd. 
Nlas,0d? HOD. SHBad 38, sHobs, OQ, BETH. SAS esc NBOe.. aZzA BBB ws, 
OW, OW? BNA HH. VHS SH BAdOg. wode O8GE, O05 3AABo0w wowa. 
TS, 3,8, ALAS BSG WOT BOO BV ons H3,0 Ace UPAnrd. soOohsd esa 
DOA BAGH. GAA TOMIOAD BOE VHF wonBay, 83,8.0%),3.5 H. addon 
BMCBROOTH TBS. M0) SE3, DADO BnMmByoo, Ho Ao, Ss HHwBeo ZoGAB. SosT 
OHS BQ GOHAN GOsOdS. Gi Bens wed Hom wed noo Both Bes. OO, &,O, O8 
eatin, BorPoO7i Ds, DaBAy word Bod BOA BO AND. 

ssoohods 

10 SOR 


mse, B8,8 NAB 


aor Soom woh cO 8,4 
AS AXw) dem) Soom Hom 
BASED ADdoreom Sneey. 


WBA Css amesnoms 5S Bods 
Dew) MAO Bi WeH WeOHOH, 
OS Hd80,0D DeHods) sMDO WeHoDO 


wo, BoOSd wo, BOOS CBDO 
eONGDOOS WE WeHohd, 
AS ORR) FFosIoHO YTD, Beswa 


30D) BOOTD WOHTAO weHooO 
Sas BWMAO Boy, Boag, xe, 
RAT BOCABO AS AS BEHHHO 
Ned, Wesaasn NCO 2eHond. 
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—— maine vil 


George Kollashany 
Mathew Michael 
Mathew Thomas 
Alice Miranda 
Augustine Raj 
Krishna Murthy 
Mathew Vadakal 
Christopher Rego 
Joseph V.C. 
Arokiadass 
Shamanna 
Chandru 

Leo Saldhana 
Radha Murthy 
lrudayara| 

Patel 

Binny Kumpukal 
George V.L 

Philip Parakkatt 
Varghese Pallipuram 
K.J. Joseph 


py 3 


Full time Personnel 


K.D. Varghese 
Jose .P 


Devassy Pukkott 


Mohan Kumar 
Shivaiah 
Nirmala V.J 
Joseph Manu 
Sheeba 
Manjunath 
Ramnath 
Vijay 
M.D. Abraham 
Josephine 
Lovely 
Sagayara| 
Papaiah 
Anand 
Bommai 
Venkatesh 
Kalpana 
Biju Varghese 


ty 7 
WAS 
sheng 
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Chinnamma 

Joe Paul 

Gabriel 

Silvy 

Brinda 

Shanthi 

Janet 

A. Joseph 
Venkatachala 
Vijaya 

M.M. Dass 
Ramesh 

Jose Kuttiyanikal 
Stephen 
Thekketh John 
Kuriakose Puthenpurayil 
Joseph Mathew 
Simon Manjooran 
Jessy 

Charles 

Mary Tresa 
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ee BOSCO 


Part time Personnel 


Roy Nellanadeth 
Cyriac Adayadiel 
Bruno Fernandez 
Elson Barreto 


Vincent Mariapragasam 


Sebastian Mattapally 
Jose Kuttianimattathil 
Dictus Correya 

Josin Thazhethatte 


Anchukandam Thomas 


P.D. John 
Dominic Lisoba 
Jose C.M. 
Johnson K. 
Monty Rodrigues 
Alwyn Cardoza 
Aloysius Das 
Ernest 

E.A. Francis 
Paul Lobo 
Clement 

Pailo Punnakunnel 
K.C. Thomas 
Jose Maliekal 
Thomas Thottiyil 
Benedict 
George Quadros 
Maria Susai 
Azer Ahamed 
K.T. Varghese 
Anitha 

C.M. Varghese 
Jose Pathickal 
Stanislaus S. 
V.O. Thomas 
Valentine Francis 
Susheel 

A.P. James 
Jose Koickal 
Jaison 

Jibi 

Victor 

Joseph P.J. 
Murzello Manuel 
Abella Celine P.C. 
Lucy 

Sarojini 

Ajitha 

Seline 

Lissy 

Simily 

Suchitha 

Edwin 

Salomy 

Seline 


George Jacob 
Loyola 
Paulson 

Manual Mevada 
Martin 

Thomas P.|. 

Amalraj 
Juaneeta 
Santhosh 

Mary 
Kuriakose Pallikunnel 
T.V. Antony 
Tony Alemao 
James Thuruthel 
George Kalangara 
Glenford Lowe 
Ajay 
Gonsalvas 
Gregory K, 
Xavier Devadass 
Joe Kallupura 
E.M. Joseph 
Tom Uzhunnalil 
M.K. George 
Joseph Fernando 
Patel 

Lawrence J. 

Paul Raj 
Philc 
Andrew 
William Nellickal 

C.M. Mathew 
Kennedy 
Joyce 

V.S. Sebastain 
Nathan 

P.O. Varghese 

George Koonthanam 
Varghese K. 
Palakuzha Thomas 
Jude 
Johny 

James Jerome 

C.V. George 
Jessy 
Nilima 

Vilma 
Beena 
Dally 
Virginia 
Veronica 
Rosily 
Jessy 
Anitha 
Mini Mathew 


Philomena 
Lissy 

Jessintha 

V.M. Mathew 
Dhanraj 
Anthuraj 

Susan 

Mercy 

Jaya 

Joicy 

Gracy 

Joy Ullathil 
Alwyn D'Souza 
Barnabee 

Tony Pinto 
Alwyn M. 
Androth 

Sunny Uppan 
N.M. Thomas 
Derrick 

C.J. Sebastian 
Prescilla 
Philipin Baptista 
Sahaya Mary 
Arul Mary 
Jacintha Lakhra 
Manet Mary 
Cecilia Larrado 
Saly Joseph 
Repudi Elizabeth 
Jacintha Lakhra . 
Arul Mary 
Fathima Furtado 
Lourdhu Mary 
Neena Nayak 
Celeine 
Suguna 
Ishorary Sebastian 
Ashley 

Michael P. 
Benny 

Sunny T.J. 
D'Souza Savio 
Emmanuel 

Litty 

Rani 

Virginia 
Caroline 
Elsamma 
Edmod Rani 
Lorentina 
Reena 

Rosy 

Lizy 
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BOSCO 


TD2Q, M2, WEY TS M2Y, 


WOT TIS, QTM 7HYMNMD 3H, WONGOOHT DoAAS DH). 2OTMD OD VB MHAYNM S08 
Bose Bonny. 8 roe Me Hod Mads S38 DeTert A, O, BOS, DBA ZoBADe. ear 
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WSoAy GE, Wes, HOOHS weet Boedao. WHY BOS, Zor Sxow0ho GHod 
SAMBO wMTHG, FOsd SHS WO7oey Ne Bods, Sanoohay, HBomWSo, Wome). 
MMBBo, tie,, soho, Dom sth¢s SOGADA). Hoss SHS Sods Sosommniv wong soz, 
BEM Soy) Ewa). GN GAN SX, Zod Torohe Won, As, BooBwbs NAod SYS. 
On) wendHod NoAri ws, WoBay. WHY ees wom seomooh Mmsnn). odes 

THA NPA, SOtmDBo0M WOT Woda 03,800% Boss, Dod Hoey). Hoss WO} 223, 
THe, Nay, Doc Bolsa). 


MBA : WU SOY, WoOdD. 


Dodoo. 
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DIONGD 


Ned, Heong, SSCs O€SOH A00WS Aews Borie 223. MTNGOD Sdn Cds DH 
MBMSIOeENnnYs. sddre MODS Bay, Hoes wad sosoex WHDS0. SBH0R ees Oe Bos 
DO, FIO, B.A ars a. soneed WY OD MY ATS. dried Sadr Sde%o BOHS.. 
DOOD Be, specorteny SOWOAST, 8. Beri Donn wses emoDokoennges; 


DO. Toes. 
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| BOSCO 


Best Compliments From 


Carmel Jyothi Study House, Bangalore - 83 
The Marianist, Bangalore - 1 

Dr. L.P. Cardoza, Bangalore 

Mr. Sridhar B.S., Yelahanka New Town 
Mr. N.B. Lal 

D.B. Thirupattur 

Miss Freda Oliver, Bangalore - 25 

M/s Veepee Art Studio, Bangalore 
Salesian Co-operators, Ulsoor, Bangalore 
S.R. Jadhav & Co., Bangalore - 52 

Don Bosco School, Park Circus, Calcutta 
St. Francis, Broadway, Madras 

Ms. Francoise de Morrier Heirli (SDC) 


PARTICIPATION - BOSCO PROJECT 


A REACH OUT PROGRAMME 


LET THE CHILD/ YOUTH ON THE STREET SMILE 


You can share our concern by sponsoring one of our educative programmes 


Eg. Non-Formal Training in Carpentry 
(Expenses of a boy for a month) 


Food Rs. 300.00 
Lodging 200.00 
Clothing 50.00 
Materials 25.00 
Teactier 150.00 
Journey 


S500 
775.00 (26 US$) 
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Molo Songololo — South Africa 
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€PHOTO FEATURES 3— 


With Best Compliments from: 


With Best Compliments from: 
Shoba Picture House 
Kollegal 


KOLLEGAL UNION CLUB 
Kollegal 


With Best Compliments from: 


With Best Compliments from: 


Shanthi Picture House 
Kollegal 


Vij ayalakshmi 


Finance Corporation 
Kollegal 


With Best Compliments from: 


St. Camillus Study House 


P.O.Box 2913, Dharmaram College 
Bangalore 560 029, India 
Tel: (080) 643751 


With Best Compliments from: 


Read-Discover the Power of 
Books 
A new Venture of Publishing 
Books 
for 


Spiritual & Social Awarness 


Claretion Publication 
& 
Institute of Graphic Arts 
Bangalore - 560 055 
Ph: 362284 


With Best Compliments from: 


All Saints Bakery 
& 
Departmental Store 


126/2, Brigade Road 
Bangalore - 560 025 
Ph: 572091 


With Gest Compliments 


prom: 


St. Antony's Friary 
85, Hosur Road 
Bangalore - 560 034 
PRESSES? 


: With Best Compliments 


l from: 
With Best Compliments : Pe. 


Malabar 
Beedi Factory 
59, Hospital Road 
Bangalore - 560 001 


Ursuline Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate 
Central Province 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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SAN ZUNE HOMOEO RANJEET 


DHARMACY METAL SYNDICATE 
For all your requirements 
of No.l, P,P. Lane 


Indian & Imported drugs S.J.P. Road Cross 


f 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
: | Bangalore - 560 002 | 
Open from | Ph: 236657 / 239253 
9-30 Am to 7-00 Pm | | 
G - 04, Blue Cross Chambers , 
3, Infantry Road Cross ! ! 
- Bangalore - 560 001 . 
Ph: 572660 | 
| | 


(Dealers in Ferrous 
& 
Non-Ferrous Metals) 


With Best Compliments from: With Best Compli ts f. 
) ments from: 


Wr (| Wr Lensrey ASHIRWAD ) 


Satdaukta St. Mark's Road 


Bangalore 


With Best Compliments from: With Best Compliments from: 


Nandi Housing | SMITH INDUSTRIES 
Private Ltd. 


SPECIALISTS IN: ALL TYPES OF 
CONVEYORS & S.S. FABRICATIONS, 


di eis Spencer Road, BEVERAGES & DAIRES 
2nd Cross, Bangalore - 560 005 ] Rear “riveree 
Ph: 574814 / 570878 Gokul Extensiee 
; Bangalore - 560 054 
For Purchase of Quality Flats 
in Contonment, Malleswaram 
and Jayanagar 


Ph: 367421 


With Best Compliments from: 


Belavadi 
Press Components 


85/N, Industrial Suburb 
Yeshwanthpur 
II Stage, P.B. No. 2269 
Bangalore - 560 002 


Phone: 369303 / 362949 


With Best Compliments from: 
CONTACT : MR. V.P. SELVAM 
INDIAN ROAD 
FREIGHT CARRIERS 
16, KRISHNAN KOIL STREET 
MADRAS 600 001 


Full Loads Accepted All Over 
India 


Suppliers Of: Mini Trucks, 
Trucks, Trailors of all kinds 


Ph: 518697 


With Best Compliments from: 


WELDCRAFT 
PRIVATE LIMITED 


60 & 72 Industrial Suburb 
II Stage, Tumkur Road 
Bangalore - 560 022 


(Manufactures of all Types of 
Electrodes) 


Ph:2363351/352 Telex: 0845-8268 


With Best Compliments from: 


Karnataka 
Red Cross Opticals 


(Approved by Government of Karnataka) 
(Unit of Indian Red Cross Society, 
Karnataka State Branch, Bangalore) 


QUALITY SPECTACLES ARE 
AVAILABLE AT VERY 
REASONABLE RATES 


Karnataka Red Cross Opticals 
Minto Eye Hospital Premises 
T.P. Kailasam Circle 
Chamarajpet 

Bangalore - 560 018 

Phone: 624322 


With Best Compliments from: 
Y.M.C.A. GUEST HOUSE & 


PROGRAMME CENTRE With Best Compliments from: 
Nrupathunga Road 
Bangalore - 560 002 
Ph: 211848 Grams: *Flamingo” 


- ee TATA 
ATTACHED BATH THE 


Single Room Rs.60.00 Rs.30.00 


Single occupancy in Double RoomRs.50.00 Rs.40.00 O I L M I ie L S C O : 


Double Occupancy | Rs.80.00 Rs.70.00 
Extra Bed Rs.20.00  Rs.15.00 
Below 5S years Free Free LTD : 
NOTE: 
Transient Membership Fee (for non-Members ) 


valid for one month Rs. 5/- per person. Makers of Quality 


Reservations accepted on advanced payment only. W h : 
If arriving after 6 p.m. Please inform us your -Was Ing Soap 


arrival time -Detergents 
All the above rates subject to change without a 
notice. -Toilet Soaps 

Maximum stay in the Guest Room is 1Sdays. 

Laundry Service. 

Vegetarian meals facilities-North & South Indian HAMMAM ~ Toilet Soap For 
dishes. 

Checkin/out time 24 hours. The Entire Family 
Y.M.C.A. International Home opening shortly at 

66, Infantry Road, Bangalore - 560 001 


With Best Compliments from: 


Sri Lalitha Tutoirals 


Expert coaching undertaken for 
SSLC, PUC, B.A’, B.Com. in 
all Subjects 


For Details Contact: 

M.S. Sridharan / Megharaj 
No. 2, Webster Road 

Cox Town 

Bangalore 560 033 


Tel: 572048 


Bharat Electronics- 
Breaking language barriers 
to bring people together 


India. the land of contrasts. Where diverse cultures and Dance are held, to develop raw talent in children. 
intermingle with each other in the universal language FAC participates in cultural contests all over the 
of art. Cultures. which are expressed in various forms: country and has a number of prizes to its credit. 
like performing arts, visual arts and literary arts. 


R K SWAMY/BEL/3528R 1 


Many Indian languages find expression in FAC’s 
Bharat Electronics: A step towards national affiliated cultural associations: Kannada, Telugu, Tamil. 


integration Malayalam, Kodava, Hindi, Bengali and Marathi. 
FAC helps traditions and cultures from all over the 
In 1962 Bharat Electronics started a tradition. A country to intermingle with each other while preserving 
tradition of national integration - through the fine arts. their own, identity - national integration in its truest 
The Fine Arts Club made a modest beginning with sense. 


the whole-hearted support of the management That's Bharat Electronics: practising and preaching 


Today, the FAC promotes and organises cultural, national integration through art. 
literary and social activities. Instruction classes in Music 
i ° ® ° 
Sa | | Bharat Electronics Limited 
—_ 9 HRT S010 CHaAIFA 


(A Government of India Enterprise) 


BHARAT ELECTRONICS Regstered Oice ade Cente 
QUALITY, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION ‘ALORE-560 001, 


BANGALORE-560 001, 


With Best Compliments from: 


ALLIED PUBLISHERS LIMITED 


ALLIED - A TRUSTED NAME IN THE WORLD OF BOOKS 
STOCKS AND REPRESENTS LEADING INDIAN AND FOREIGN PUBLISHERS 
FOR A WIDE RANGE OF TEXTS AND REFERENCE BOOKS ON ALL SUBJECTS 


CALL TODAY : ALLIED PUBLISHERS LIMITED 
5th MAIN ROAD, GANDHINAGAR 
BANGALORE 560 009 

TEL : 262081 / 265064 

TELEX : 845-2882 ALBA IN 

FAX : 91-812-260292 


ALLIED PUBLISHERS SUBSCRIPTION AGENCY 
SERVES A CLIENTELE OF OVER 1500 LIBRARIES ALL OVER INDIA 
SUBSCRIBE THROUGH US ANY JOURNAL PUBLISHED AROUND THE WORLD 
CALL AT ABOVE ADDRESS FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
BRANCHES AT: 
AHMEDABAD BOMBAY CALCUTTA DELHI HYDERABAD LUCKNOW 
MADRAS NAGPUR 


With Best Compliments from: 


COMPUTE HOUSE BLUE BLEND SYSTEMS 
Computer Aided Drafting The Personal Computer 
and Designing Services Maintenance Professionals 


No. 17, Rogers Road, Richards Town 
Bangalore - 560 005 


Phone: 577966 
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Bangalore - 560 009 


Tel: 268104 


With Best Compliments from: 


Principal, Staff 
& 
Students 
of 
Christ School 
Bangalore - 560 029 


Ph: 644053 


ssc shea ‘in “incre ‘ass ORM el ocd rl in Ger et 


With Best Compliments from: 


SAPHIRE AGENCIES 


280, GIRLS SCHOOL STREET 
SESHADRIPURAM 
BANGALORE - 560 020 


With Best Compliments from: 


BOSCO'S BUILDING SERVICES 
& 
CHIPPY CONSTRUCTION 


No.227/2 Venkettapura New Ext., 
Koramangala P.O. 
BANGALORE - 560 034 
Ph: 531454 


With Best Compliments from: 


KANORIA& SONS PVT. LTD. 
170, 10th Main, 2nd Cross 
Rajmahal Vilas Extension 
BANGALORE - 560 080 


Regd. Office 24, Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta - 700 001 


With Best Compliments from: 


* REV. FR. RECTOR & COMMUNITY 
* Dharmaram College 
“¢ Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram 
* Christ College 
s: Christ School 
a Christa Vidyalaya and 
: Dharmaram School of Printing 


Dharmaram College, P.O. 
Bangalore - 560 029 
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A ilavour so rare, it’s shared amongst barely 1% of mankind. 


The flavour of 100% Darjeeling tea. Nurtured by gentle rains, cool mountain winds and a rich porous soil. 


Its so rare. So delicate. So unique that you can't get it in any other tea on earth. Or grow it in any other 


place but Darjeeling. That's just why, a select 1% of the world shares it with such warmih. 


Sir. F OoN a, eee” IN Dts IS ete leo O -% D AR. J EE eee! Et 


With Gest Compliments Prom: 


"WOODWAYS" 


The Furniture Folk Who Have 
“A WAY with WOOD ' 


For the best in: 
WOODEN FURNITURE 


Contact: 


is M/s. Woodways India 


St. Patrick's Complex 
Brigade Road 
Bangalore - 560 025 
Ph: 586542 


Note: This is an exclusive place for you. 
This is in Brigade Road, no branches any where 


td eR RR ERR ER eee 


With Best Compliments from: 


SACRED HEART COLLEGE 


Tirupattur - 635 601 
North Arcot Dt. 
Tamil Nadu 


With Best Compliments from: 


INDIA GOSPEL LEAGUE 


PO. Box 2426 
Bangalore - 560 024 


With Best Compliments From: 


TEEJAY ENTERPRISES 


Engineers & Contractors 
Museum Koad 
Bangalore - 560 OO! 


We undertake Massive Housing Schemes - Multistoried 
Apartments - Industrial Structures - Commercial & Office 
Complexes - Eductional & Religious Institutions, 
including Trunkey jobs. 


Associate Concerns: 


GINA ENGINEERING COMPANY 

GINA ENGINEERING COMPANY PRIVATE LIMITED 
ASHIRVAD CONSTRUCTIONS 

PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS PRIVATE LIMITED 


of 


GRAMS : GINAENCO 
PHONE: 587497 
588147 

587519 
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A REACH OUT PROGRAMME 


the child/youth on the street 
awaits your:call (refer p. 59) 


Ph: (080) 263392, 359485, 624138 
BANGALORE - INDIA 


